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One hundred third Meeting Roosevelt Room 
Friday, June 20, 2008 Ramkota Hotel 
 Rapid City, SD 
 
The one hundred third meeting of the South Dakota Code Commission was called to order by Chair 
Michael DeMersseman at 11:10 a.m. (MDT), June 20, 2008, in the Roosevelt Room of the Ramkota 
Hotel in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
 
A quorum was determined with the following members answering the roll call: Commissioners 
Thomas Deadrick, Michael DeMersseman (Chair), Tom Lee, Lee McCahren (Vice Chair), and Nancy 
Turbak Berry. 
 
In attendance as interested parties were Mr. Rick Brown and Mr. Dan Hanson representing Thomson 
West. Staff member present was Doug Decker, Code Counsel. 
  
All material distributed at the meeting is attached to the original minutes on file in the Legislative 
Research Council. For the purpose of continuity, these minutes are not necessarily in chronological 
order. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Commissioner Lee moved, seconded by Commissioner McCahren, to approve the minutes of the 
January 17, 2008, meeting.  Motion prevailed on a voice vote. 
 

Opening Comments 
 
Chair DeMersseman discussed the purpose for the meeting. Historically this meeting deals with two 
issues. The meeting is used to provide an opportunity for the members of the bar to attend so that the 
members may comment about the Code, the publisher, the Index or any other issue that may be of 
interest and the Code Commission reviews the Code and the pocket parts to decide whether to 
reprint a volume of the Code. 
 
Chair DeMersseman and Commissioner McCahren briefly reviewed the process the Commission 
used to extend the current publishing contract and the history of the bid process. Commissioner 
McCahren stated that he has not received any unfavorable comments concerning the Code and that 
he would not be interested in opening up the publishing of the Code to the bid process. 

 
Consideration of Replacement Volumes 

 
Chair DeMersseman briefly reviewed the "Pocket Part Growth Report" provided to the committee 
from Thomson West (Document 1). The report was a table that identified the page count for each 
volume of the codified laws and the page count for the respective pocket part for each volume. The 
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report also provided a percentage comparison of the page count for the pocket part relative to the 
main volume. Mr. Decker reviewed the criteria used by the Commission to determine whether to 
reprint a volume of the Code. When the page count for the pocket part relative to the main volume 
equals or exceeds 25% of the main volume, that volume is identified as one that may be reprinted.   
 
Based on a review of the report the Commission identified Volume 34 (Title 59 – 62) as eligible for 
reprinting. 
 
Commissioner Deadrick moved, seconded by Commissioner Lee, to reprint Volume 34. Motion 
prevailed on a voice vote. 
 
Volume 34 will be reprinted after the 2009 legislative session and distributed with the 2009 pocket 
parts.  
  

Draft Legislation 
 
Mr. Decker reported that he will prepare rough drafts of two bills for the Commission. One draft will be 
to remove the requirement that the session laws be leather bound and another draft to make it clear 
that each member of the Legislature may have one set of the Code, either a set of books or the disc, 
but not both. 
 
The Commission discussed the proposals and asked that the members be provided copies of the 
drafts electronically so that the members may provide input before the 2009 legislative session. 
 

Commission Comments 
 
Commissioner Turbak expressed her appreciation for the Legislative Research Council’s work 
regarding the Code and her favorable opinion about the LRC website and its content.  Following a 
brief discussion, the Commissioners concurred in her assessment of the LRC website and asked 
Chairman DeMersseman to send a letter to Director Jim Fry commending the LRC staff. 
 

Adjournment 
 
There being no other business, Commissioner McCahren moved, seconded by Commissioner Lee, to 
adjourn. Motion prevailed on a voice vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
These minutes and all Legislative Research Council committee minutes and agendas are available at the 
South Dakota Legislature's Homepage: (http://legis.state.sd.us). Subscribe to receive electronic notification 
of meeting schedules and the availability of agendas and minutes at MyLRC 
(http://legis.state.sd.us/mylrc/index.aspx). 

 

 


