	20:06:55:39.  Essential community providers. A qualified health plan issuer must have a sufficient number and geographic distribution of essential community providers, where available, to ensure reasonable and timely access to a broad range of such providers for low-income, medically underserved individuals in the qualified health plan's service area.

	A qualified health plan issuer that provides a majority of covered professional services through physicians employed by the issuer or through a single contracted medical group may, with approval from the director, as an alternative to the standard set forth above comply as follows:

	A qualified health plan issuer must have a sufficient number and geographic distribution of employed providers and hospital facilities, or providers of its contracted medical group and hospital facilities to ensure reasonable and timely access for low-income, medically underserved individuals in the qualified health plans service area.

	Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any qualified health plan to provide coverage for any specific medical procedure provided by the essential community provider.
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