	20:16:19:23.  Election of joint and survivor benefit. To be effective, the 100 percent joint and survivor option election shall be made by written request filed with the board not less than 12 full calendar months prior to the employee's retirement date. If the election is not filed at least 12 full calendar months prior to the employee's retirement date, the option may not take effect until after 12 full calendar months have elapsed after election, and it shall then be effective for all subsequent months. Until the option takes effect, the benefit shall be payable in the normal form only, as if the option had not been elected. Benefits to be paid may not be retroactively adjudged when the option is put into effect. If the pensioner should die before the 100 percent joint and survivor option takes effect, the beneficiary shall receive 60 percent of the pensioner's benefit under § 20:16:19:22.
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