	20:75:04:13.  Criteria for independent study.  A CPA or PA may engage in independent study under the direction of a continuing education program sponsor that has met the applicable standards for continuing education program sponsors.  The subject matter and level of study must maintain or improve the CPA's or PA's competence.  Participants in an independent study program must complete the following requirements:

	(1)  Submit a proposal, including the inputs and outcomes desired, to a willing and able continuing educational program sponsor who must comply with the applicable standards for continuing education program sponsors;

	(2)  Accept the recommendation of the continuing education program sponsor as to the number of credits to be earned upon completion of the proposed learning activities;

	(3)  Sign a learning contract with the continuing education program sponsor that outlines the participant's expected inputs and outcomes and the number of credits to be recommended by the sponsor at the conclusion of the program;

	(4)  Retain the required documentation to satisfy regulatory requirements as to the content, inputs, and outcomes of the independent study pursuant to § 20:75:04:14; and

	(5)  Complete the program of independent study in 15 weeks or less.
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