	20:75:04:18.  Standards for continuing professional education program sponsors of self-study programs. Self-study program sponsors must employ learning methodologies that clearly define learning objectives, guide the participant through the learning process, and provide evidence of a participant's satisfactory completion of the program. To guide participants through a learning process, CPE program sponsors of self-study programs must elicit participant responses to test for understanding of the materials, offer evaluative feedback to incorrect responses, and provide reinforcement feedback to correct responses.

	For pilot testing to provide evidence of satisfactory completion of the course, CPE program sponsors of self-study programs must require participants to successfully complete a final examination with a minimum passing grade of at least 70 percent before issuing CPE credit for the course. Examinations may contain questions of varying format; for example, multiple choice, essay, and simulations. If objective type questions are used, at least five questions per CPE credit must be included on the final examination. For example, the final examination for a five-credit course must include at least 25 questions.

	For word count formula to provide evidence of satisfactory completion of the course, National Association of State Boards of Accountancy National Registry Quality Assurance Service self study providers must use the word count formula which begins with a word count of the number of words contained in the text of the required reading of the self study program and should exclude any material not critical to the achievement of the stated learning objectives for the program. Examples of the information material that are not critical and therefore excluded from the word count are: course introduction, instructions to the learner, author and course developer biographies, table of contents, glossary, and appendices containing supplementary reference materials. Review questions, exercises, and final examination questions are considered separately in the calculation and should not be in the word count. The word count for the text of the required reading of the program is divided by 180, the average reading speed of adults. The total number of review questions, exercises, and final examination questions is multiplied by 1.85, which is the estimated average completion time per question. These two numbers plus actual audio and video duration time, if any, are then added together and the result divided by 50 to calculate CPE for the self study program.
[#of words/180)+actual audio and video duration time + (# of questions * 1.85)]/50=CPE credit;

	CPE program sponsors of self-study must provide any CPA or PA participating in self-study courses with the following information in advance of the program:

	(1)  Learning objectives;
	(2)  Prerequisites, if any;
	(3)  Program level;
	(4)  Program content;
	(5)  Advance preparation, if any;
	(6)  Instructional delivery methods;
	(7)  Recommended credit hours; and
	(8)  Course registration requirements.

	Program sponsors may disclose the significant features of the program in advance through the use of brochures, internet notices, invitations, direct mail, or announcements. The program sponsor's registration policies and procedures should be formalized, published, and made available to participants.

	Source: 31 SDR 97, adopted December 17, 2004, effective July 1, 2005; 41 SDR 111, effective January 19, 2015.
	General Authority: SDCL 36-20B-12(3).
	Law Implemented: SDCL 36-20B-27.

	Cross-Reference: Definitions, § 20:75:04:00.

