	24:05:14:17. Access to instructional materials. The department shall adopt the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS), for the purposes of providing instructional materials to blind persons or other persons with print disabilities. Blind persons or other persons with print disabilities means children served under this article who qualify to receive books and other publications produced in specialized formats in accordance with the federal Act to Provide Books for Adults who are Blind, in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 135a, as amended to January 1, 2007.

	In implementing NIMAS, the department shall coordinate with the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Center (NIMAC), and the department:

	(1)  As part of any print instructional materials adoption process, procurement contract, or other practice or instrument used for purchase of print instructional materials, shall enter into a written contract with the publisher of the print instructional materials to:

		(a)  Require the publisher to prepare and, on or before delivery of the print instructional materials, provide to NIMAC electronic files containing the contents of the print instructional materials using the NIMAS; or

		(b)  Purchase instructional materials from the publisher that are produced in, or may be rendered in, specialized formats;

	(2)  Shall provide instructional materials to blind persons or other persons with print disabilities in a timely manner.

	In carrying out this section, the department, to the maximum extent possible, shall work collaboratively with the state agency responsible for assistive technology programs.
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