	47:06:05:03.  Time and place of hearing appeal. An appeal shall be heard at the earliest possible date. Notice specifying the time and place of hearing shall be mailed to the interested parties at least seven days before the date of hearing. The hearing shall be held in the city or town where the original claim was filed or at another convenient place that the hearing examiner may select. The place of hearing may not be at such a distance from the office where the original claim was filed that it causes undue hardship or increased travel expense to the interested parties.

	The secretary of the Department of Labor and Regulation or the secretary's representative may schedule and conduct hearings by telephone. The secretary or representative shall determine if a hearing will be heard by telephone or in person. If either party to a hearing objects to a telephone hearing, an in-person hearing may be scheduled if a written request is made explaining why an in-person hearing is needed and good cause is shown for an in-person hearing. Good cause includes consideration of the following factors:

	(1)  The length of the hearing;
	(2)  The number of nonrepetitive witnesses;
	(3)  The nature and number of documents;
	(4)  An allegation of discrimination based on age or physical appearance; or
	(5)  Participation in the hearing by a person who has impaired hearing or speech.

	Source: SL 1975, ch 16, § 1; 9 SDR 81, 9 SDR 124, effective July 1, 1983; 11 SDR 86, effective January 1, 1985; 19 SDR 182, effective June 2, 1993; 39 SDR 127, effective January 23, 2013.
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