	64:04:01:13.03.  Definition of owner. An owner must be the owner of the dwelling as recorded by the director of equalization in the county where the dwelling is located. A joint tenant, an owner of a life estate, a partner, a person owning an interest in a limited liability company, a person owning an interest in a corporation, a vendee of a contract for deed, or a beneficiary of a trust is considered to be an owner. An owner may claim a credit only on the single-family dwelling used as a principal residence. An owner may have more than one parcel of land classified as owner-occupied if the additional parcel is contiguous to the parcel containing the owner-occupied house. Each parcel that is contiguous, under the same ownership and used as one property shall be considered as owner-occupied. A property is also considered contiguous if separated by a street or alley from the parcel containing the owner-occupied house.

	If the dwelling is occupied by a parent of the owner, the parent is considered the owner and occupant of the single-family dwelling.

	The owner or a legal representative of the owner may sign for signature purposes on the certification of owner-occupied dwellings.

	Source: 22 SDR 5, effective July 23, 1995; 24 SDR 31, effective September 17, 1997; 28 SDR 69, effective November 21, 2001.
	General Authority: SDCL 10-10-6.
	Law Implemented: SDCL 10-13-39.

	Examples:
	Two siblings form a partnership which owns and leases a dozen single-family dwellings. Each of the siblings lives rent-free in a house owned by the partnership. Each sibling/partner may claim a credit on the house the sibling/partner lives in. No claim can be filed on any of the houses being rented.

	A parent and two children form a family farm corporation which owns three houses. Each lives in one of the houses owned by the corporation. Each may claim a credit on the house used by the individual as the individual's principal residence.

	Parents transfer their house to their children. They plan on living the rest of their lives in the house and maintaining all expenses associated with the house including the payment of taxes. This is the equivalent of life estate and qualifies for certification.

