	67:12:01:66.07.  Departmental contact with absent parent. While conducting a good cause investigation, the department may determine that it is necessary to contact the absent parent. Before contacting the absent parent, the department shall notify the applicant or recipient of its intention to contact the absent parent and shall allow the applicant or recipient to:

	(1)  Present additional information or evidence that good cause exists;
	(2)  Decide not to receive assistance;
	(3)  Withdraw the good cause claim;
	(4)  Request a hearing; or
	(5)  If the child is not required to be a part of the assistance unit according to § 67:12:01:69, have the child removed from the application.

	The department shall not contact the absent parent if the applicant or recipient chooses to exercise any of the above options.
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