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State Regulations: Type of  

Process

• Type of  ballot measure

• Direct vs. indirect process



State Adopted Type of process Type of Initiative For Const. Amend For Statutes

Initiative Pop. Refer Const. Amend Statute Direct Indirect Direct Indirect

AK 1956 X X X X

AZ 1911 X X X X X X

AR 1910 X X X X X X

CA 1911 X X X X X X

CO 1912 X X X X X X

FL 1972 X X X

ID 1912 X X X X

IL 1970 X X X

ME 1908 X X X X

MD 1915 X

MA 1918 X X X X X X

MI 1908 X X X X X

MS 1914 X X X

MO 1908 X X X X X X

MT 1904 X X X X X X

NE 1912 X X X X X X

NV 1905 X X X X X X

NM 1911 X

ND 1914 X X X X X X

OH 1912 X X X X X X

OK 1907 X X X X X X

OR 1902 X X X X X X

SD 1898 X X X X X X

UT 1900 X X X X X

WA 1912 X X X X X

WY 1968 X X X X

TOTAL 27 24 24 18 21 16 2 14 9



State Regulations: 

Pre-Circulation 

• Pre-circulation filing requirements

• Ballot title/circulation/summary

• Restrictions on subject area



State Regulations: Signature 

Collection

• Number and frequency of  ballot measures

• Petition circulator requirements

• Signature requirements

• Geographic distribution

• Circulation period

• Signature collection at polling locations

• Verification process



State

Number/Frequ

ency

Signatures for Const. 

Amend

Signatures for 

Statute

Geographic 

Distribution Circulation Period

AK Prohibited 10% GE X 1 year

AZ 15% Gub. 10% Gub. 2 years

AR 10% Gub. 8% Gub. X unlimited

CA 8% Gub. 5% Gub. 150 days

CO 5% Gub. 5% SOS X 6 mo.

FL 8% Pres. Prohibited X 2 years

ID Prohibited 6% Reg. Voters X 18 mo.

IL X 8% Gub. 2 years

ME Prohibited 10% Gub. 1 year

MA X Prohibited 3.5% Gub. X 60 days

MI 10% Gub. 8% Gub. 180 days

MS X 12% Gub. Prohibited X 1 year

MO 8% Gub. 5% Gub. X 18 mo.

MT 10% Reg. Voters 5% Reg. Voters X 1 year

NE X 10% Reg. Voters 7% Reg. Voters X Up to 2 years

NV 10% Reg. Voters 10% GE X 291 days (CA)/316 (stat)

ND 4% Pop. 2% Pop. 1 year

OH 10% Gub. 6% Gub. X unlimited

OK X 15% Gub. 8% Gub. 90 days

OR 8% Gub. 6% Gub. 2 years

SD 10% Gub. 5% Gub. 1 year

UT Prohibited 10% Gub. X unlimited

WA Prohibited 8% Gub. 6 mo.

WY X Prohibited 15% GE X 18 mo.



State Regulations: Voting and 

Approval

• Voter education efforts

• Voter approval

• Conflicting measures

• Repeal or amend



Source: Initiative 

and Referendum 

Institute (2003)





State

Avg. BM per 

Election Success Rate

Avg. BM per Election for 

Last 10 Years

Success Rate for 

Last 10 Years Index Value

CA 6.2 0.3 11.5 0.4 1

OR 6.6 0.4 7.5 0.4 0

SD 2.6 0.4 5.3 0.3 2

AZ 3.8 0.5 5.2 0.5 3

CO 4.4 0.4 4.8 0.4 1

WA 3.0 0.5 4.5 0.5 3

OK 2.1 0.5 4.3 0.6 3

ND 3.6 0.4 4.0 0.5 1

MO 2.6 0.4 3.8 0.7 3

FL 3.1 0.7 3.8 0.7 4

AR 2.9 0.5 3.4 0.8 2

MA 2.6 0.6 3.3 0.4 3

NV 2.1 0.6 3.2 0.7 4

ME 1.9 0.5 3.1 0.6 4

AK 2.3 0.5 2.8 0.5 5

MT 2.4 0.5 2.8 0.8 3

UT 1.9 0.4 2.7 0.8 3

ID 1.8 0.6 2.6 0.4 2

MI 2.1 0.4 2.3 0.3 2

OH 1.8 0.2 2.3 0.4 2

WY 2.3 0.6 2.0 0.6 6

NE 1.7 0.4 1.8 0.7 4

MS 1.2 0.5 1.5 0.5 5

IL 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 4

Corr. -0.3874 -0.3466


