
•  

  You are making a difference! 
    (quotes from schools and families) 

 

• Each child has unique developmental skills, ability levels and personalities.   
This program allows parents an opportunity to choose the best learning 
environment for their child to thrive. 

• Mom is a single parent; works two jobs; she can pay something, tuition 
assistance pays a piece of it; but SDPE made up the gap and allowed her 
little girl to attend school here. 

• Just as teachers are often difference -makers in the lives of children, 
supporters of SDPE are difference- makers as you make choice in education 
a reality for the families in South Dakota.  For these families this is a 
tremendous blessing! 

• Mom and Dad are immigrants; Mom is willing to work three jobs to keep 
her little girl at our school.  Mom sobbed tears of joy to think her child could 
be here. 

• Both parents work hard, two children are in public school, but they would 
like to have two of their children in a parochial school.  Again, they can pay 
something, they can get tuition assistance, but SDPE helps to complete the 
tuition payment allowing them that choice. 

• Our school has seen a population change over the last 10 years that mirrors 
the changes we have seen in our community.  Our free and reduced lunch 
numbers have increased steadily to 47% of our students.  These families 
value a choice in education and wish to make it possible for their children 
although paying full tuition is not financially feasible. 

• We need to spread the word of the impact that companies’ generous 
support is having on our children and families. 

• Your partnerships in funding these scholarships mean so much to these 
families.  Without your commitment, it likely would not be a possibility for 
most of them.   



• A $500 scholarship to a student means the family has $50 more each month 
for groceries or lunch money or to allow their child to be a “normal kid.”  For 
families on a fixed income, every dollar matters. 

• As I sit with them to fill out the application paperwork, I learn their stories 
and hear how much they appreciate the opportunity this program gives 
their child.  I join my voice with theirs and send a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who makes this scholarship possible. 

• I don’t have enough words to express how much I appreciate all your efforts 
and unending support. 

• Your monetary donation is impacting lives.  It is providing opportunities for 
families that may not otherwise have been able to pursue a private 
education choice for their children. 

• SDPE is an opportunity for business to stand with parents and students of 
SD as they decide what school is the best choice for their family, whether it 
be public, private, or parochial. 

• It is like a smile comes over their faces and their eyes light up to know that 
someone cares about them and wants to be there to make this happen for 
their children.   

• The students may never know the feeling their parents have when this 
money is awarded to their families.  Families are proud and want to give 
their BEST to their children, but sometimes financially they know this is not 
possible. 

• We strive to provide an excellent academic experience while focusing on 
individual student needs and strengths.  The scholarships made it possible 
for some of our students to attend. 

• Your financial contribution has had a profound impact on our families this 
year. 

• I wish you could have seen the faces of some of these parents when they 
hear the news their child received the scholarship. 

• 39% of our families are on free/reduced meals.  These parents make huge 
sacrifices to have their children attend a private school. 

• The scholarships you help to provide have made a huge difference in the 
recipients to make the desire for the school of their choice a reality. 



• Thank you so much for your investment in the education of students in 
South Dakota through the tax credit scholarships.   

• Your support is appreciated by the families who receive them and staff who 
love these children. 

• As parents of a young family we are grateful for the option that private 
schools provide us in the education of our children. The SDPE scholarship 
program has made all the difference for our family, a blessing for which we 
will always be grateful. 

• As a single Mom of 2 young children, I want to thank you for the blessing of 
my daughter’s education. 

• Words cannot express how grateful my schools and I are for your donations 
to SDPE for scholarships for students.   

• These families have jobs, work hard, love their families and want this 
education for their children, but have a hard time financially.  The 
scholarships have helped these families. 

• It is so heartwarming for me to see the reaction of the families that have 
been recipients of the scholarships 

• The diversity of our family income levels has already increased these past 
couple of years, in large part to this program.  Your support is making a 
lifetime of differences for these students. 

• It’s our firm belief that all parents, not just the wealthy, deserve the ability 
to place their children in a school that best fits their needs.”  


