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723Q0586
° HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1018

Introduced by: Representatives Iron Cloud Ill, Blake, Bolin, Burg, Elliott, Engels, Fargen,
Feickert, Feinstein, Frerichs, Gibson, Hunhoff (Bernie), Juhnke, Killer,
Kirschman, Lange, Lederman, Lucas, Nygaard, Rave, Schrempp, Solberg,
Sorenson, Street, Thompson, Vanderlinde, Verchio, and Wismer and Senators
Bradford, Garnos, Heidepriem, Knudson, Maher, and Tieszen

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging increased cooperation and collaboration between
state, local, and tribal governments.

WHEREAS, South Dakota is home to nine American Indian Tribes, including the Cheyenne
River Sioux Tribe, the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe, the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe, the Lower
Brule Sioux Tribe, the Oglala Sioux Tribe, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, the Sisseton-Wahpeton
Oyate, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and the Yankton Sioux Tribe; and

WHEREAS, the members of these tribes are South Dakota citizens, possess all the rights
and privileges afforded by the state to its citizens, and comprise approximately nine percent of
South Dakota’s population; and

WHEREAS, the State of South Dakota recognizes and supports the right of these nine tribal
governments to exercise sovereign authority over their members and their territory. The State
of South Dakota recognizes and respects the authority, rights, and sovereignty of tribal

governments and endeavors to promote cooperation and good relations with the tribes residing
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within its borders; and

WHEREAS, itis in the best interest of state and local governments to partner with tribal
governments and to ensure that services and resources are available to all eligible citizens
residing in tribal communities to the same extent that such services are available to all other
eligible state citizens; and

WHEREAS, a spirit of cooperation should guide the continuing government-to-government
relationships between state and local governments and the tribes. Meaningful and timely
consultation with South Dakota’s tribal leaders based on respect, honesty, and understanding
will facilitate better understanding and informed decision making; and

WHEREAS, enhanced cooperation between state, local, and tribal governments can result
in efficiency in the use of federal, state, and tribal dollars, saving litigation costs for all parties,
and facilitating agreements between the tribes and state and local governments in such diverse
areas as taxation, gaming, roads and bridges, law enforcement, rural fire services, health
services, social services, child placement, corrections, agriculture, wildlife, hunting and fishing
rights, water and natural resources, and many others:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Eighty-
fourth Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South
Dakota Legislature endorses a policy of cooperation between tribal, state, and local governments
and acommitment to fostering government-to-government relationships with tribal governments
that will maintain open and free lines of communication for the discussion and resolution of
conflicts and issues; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that state and local government agencies are urged to
develop and implement tribal consultation policies to guide their work and interaction with

tribal governments, so that state and local agencies seek input from appropriate tribal officials
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before undertaking actions or policies that may affect a tribal community or its members. Such
agencies are urged to designate staff members to assume responsibility for the agency’s tribal
consultation policy and to act as the principal point of contact for tribal issues; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, thatthe Legislature salutes and honors South Dakota’s nine
Indian tribes and all they have done to strengthen their communities. The Legislature reaffirms
its recognition of the tribes’status as sovereign governments and the Legislature’s commitment
to interact with the tribes to promote intergovernmental cooperation, coordination, and

communication on all matters.



