SOUTH DAKOTA
LEGISLATURE

——— L T T~
3
.

\

JANUARY 22, 2009

. JOINT-SELECT COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS
Senator Tom Hansen, Co-Chair Representative Roger Hunt, Co-Chair

Senator Art Fryslie Representative Nick Moser
Senator Sandy Jerstad Representative H. Paul Dennert



Thursday, January 22, 2009 3:00 p.m. (CT)
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Opening Remarks Representative Roger Hunt

Opening Prayer Senator Sandy Jerstad

Goin’ Home Riggs High School Select Ensemble

Joint Memorial Resolution Senator Tom Hansen

Reading of the Names Senator Art Fryslie

for Placing of the Roses Representative H. Paul Dennert

Raymond E. Dana Sioux Falls House, 1953-1960

Robert R. Giebink Sioux Falls House, 1969-1971,
House, 1981-1982,
Senate, 1983-1984

Wallace “Wally” B. Hanson Madison Senate, 1981-1990

Douglas W. Johnson Elkton House, 1997-1998

Juel S. Johnson Parker House, 1983-1992

James Kesling Timber Lake House, 1971-1976

Sidney Knutson Viborg House, 1983-1988

Frances “Peg” Lamont Aberdeen Senate, 1975-1988

Donald A. L’'Esperance Rapid City House, 1957-1962

Merle E. Lofgren McLaughlin House, 1959-1962

Charles “Chuck” Q. Mateer Belle Fourche House, 1987-1992

Orville Smith Witten House, 1965-1966

Jay Swisher Groton House, 1967-1968

Francis “Frank” R. Thieman Yankton House, 1976-1984

Ubi Caritas Riggs High School Select Ensemble

Benediction Representative Nick Moser

Closing Remarks Representative Roger Hunt

*Riggs High School Students directed by Ms. Emily Cromwell, Vocal Director.

NOTE: The following biographical information has been extrapolated from the Biographical Directory of the
South Dakota Legislature (1989) and the South Dakota Legislative Manual (“Blue Book™) (various editions) and is
current as of the publication dates.
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Family members are
cordially invited to a
reception hosted by the
Capitol Club following

the Legislative Memorial
Service.

The reception will be
held in the Speaker’s
Lobby

(behind the House
Chamber).
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WHEREAS, the Great Ruler of the Universe has ordered a final adjournment
in the lives of fourteen former members of the South Dakota Legislature, namely:
Raymond E. Dana; Robert R. Giebink; Wallace “Wally” B. Hanson; Douglas W.
Johnson; Juel S. Johnson; James Kesling; Sidney Knutson; Frances “Peg” Lamont;
Donald A. L’Esperance; Merle E. Lofgren; Charles “Chuck” Q. Mateer; Orville Smith;
Jay Swisher; and Francis “Frank” R. Thieman and

WHEREAS, in the lives of all these eminent public servants there was noted
a profound urgency in an unselfish manner, with trials and vicissitudes often far
outweighing honors, but with a consciousness that here in a land of freedom the
dignity of the individual is supreme, that justice must be dispensed, and that only by
eternal vigilance and unrelenting effort can self-government of a people be
preserved; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we humbly honor the memory of those who have
thus contributed to the orderly process of government under the Constitution:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate and the House of
Representatives of the Eighty-fourth Session of the Legislature of the State of South
Dakota duly convened in recess session in recognition of the useful lives and
unfailing devotion to the interests of the State of South Dakota, as well as the
rectitude of thought and action and fidelity to the highest principles of American
citizenship by these honorable people, that the Senate and the House of
Representatives do now pause in their labors out of respect for the memory of their
late fellow associates in the functions of government, and note that in their passing,
the state they have served so well has suffered a distinct loss, and though their
labors have ceased and they have been laid to rest, the people of this great state
have benefited greatly from the services rendered by them and they have left upon
the sands of time an inspiring record of devotion to their fellow citizens under the
guiding hand of Almighty God; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be printed in the Journals
of the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Eighty-fourth Session of the
Legislature of the State of South Dakota, now assembled this 22nd day of January,
2009, at Pierre, South Dakota.

Dennis Daugaard Tim Rave
President of the Senate Speaker of the House
Trudy Evenstad Karen Gerdes

Secretary of the Senate Chief Clerk of the House
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Raymond E. Dana

Born: November 4, 1914, Armour, SD
Married: Florence Pearson, 1940.

Children: Mary, Richard, and Charles.
Episcopal. Republican. Hartford High School;
Augustana College; University of South Dakota
Law School. Senior Partner in the law firm
Sana, Golden, Moore and Rasmussen;
Newspaper Editor, 1934-1936; WWII; Captain
Infantry; European Theatre; City Attorney
Humboldt and Hartford.

House, 1953-1960
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Robert R. Giebink

Born: December 4, 1916, St. Petersburg, FL

Married: Mary Seitz, October 11, 1941.
Children: Jim, Jan, Joan, Patti, Bob, Jeff, and
Brad. Baptist. Republican. University of lowa,
1934-1935; Northwestern College, lowa,
University of Minnesota, BS, 1938, MD, 1942.
30t" Infantry Division, Europe. Board Member
Association for Retarded Citizens; Sioux
Vocational School for the Handicapped,;
Masons; Shriner’s High Twelve

House, 1869-1971, 1981-1982
Senate 1983-1984



/
‘V6<
R
Wallace “Wally” B. Hanson

Born: March 23, 1924, Oldham, SD.
Married: Arlis V. Buesing, June 15 1949.

Children: Derrill, Craig, Melanie, and Kay. Methodist.
Republican. Oldham High School, 1942; South Dakota
State University, 1947-1948; School of Banking,
Wisconsin, 1963. Norwest Bank, Wisconsin, 1949-1984;
Financial Advisor, SD Department of Agriculture; WWII,
U.S. Army, 1945-1947; Secretary-Treasurer, Lake County
Republican Central Committee, 1956-1968; Chairman,
Lake County Republican Committee, 1986; Secretary-
Treasurer, Karl E. Mundt Foundation; American Legion;
Masons; Shriners; Elks; Madison CCAA.

Senate, 1981-1990
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Juel S. Johnson

Born: December 4, 1923, Hurley, SD.

Married: Dorothy Knittel. Children: Patricia,
Cynthia, Rebecca, Paul, Dennis, Jonda and
Lynette. Lutheran. Republican. Hurley High
School, 1941. Self-employed Farmer. Hurley
Rural School Board, 1960-1970; SD Merit
System Council, 1960-1970; Turner County
Chairman 1970-1971; Turner County Vice
Chairman, 1968-1969; Turner County Delegate
to State Republican Convention, 1965-1970

House, 1983-1992
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Douglas W. Johnson

Born: July 1, 1940, Flandreau, SD.

Married: Dorthea Scholt. Children: Jay.
Presbyterian. Republican. Flandreau High
School, 1958; UCLA, 1960-1961. U.S. Coast
Guard, 1960-1964. SD Farm Bureau; Soybean
Association; Flandreau Improvement
Corporation; SD Farmers Union; Moody County
Task Force.

House, 1997-1998
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James Kesling

Born: December 13, 1939

Married: Suzie Cipp, October 24, 1964; Sandra
“Sandi” Lipp, March 29, 1979 Children: Kandi
Smith; Staci Stern; Jami Mendoza. Methodist.

Republican. Dakota Wesleyan; University of
Kansas; Mortuary Science School of Medicine,
Dallas Institute. Worked several years with his
father (JD) and brother (Jack) in the Kesling
Hardware Store and Kesling Funeral Home.
C.A.P.-Pilot (Civil); Businessman; Dewey
County Coroner. Masonic Lodge; Timber Lake
Volunteer Fire Department; Shriner,
Commandery; Sportsman Club; President,
Business Men Association; President, Timber
Lake Development Corp.; Certified Red Cross
Instructor; Cemetery Association; Timber Lake
Rodeo Association; Charter Member, Timber
Lake Basin Development Corporation.

House, 1971-1976
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Sidney Knutson

Born: July 2, 1915, Irene, SD.

Married: Lenora M. Danielson, July 2, 1941.
Children: L.D. “Bo”. Lutheran. Republican.
Owner-Operator, Economy QOil Co.; Farmed in
Irene area until 1947; Owned and Operated
“Sid’s Oil Co.”, 1947-1982. US Army, 1941-
1945. Sioux Council Boy Scout Area Director,
1958; Viborg City Councilman, 1961-1981,
Chairman, 1975-1981; V.F.W. Post Commander,
1968; Lions Club President, 1965; State Pork
Show Chairman, 1975; Community Club
Chairman, Viborg, 1976. Sioux Council Boy
Scouts Fund Raising Award, 1960; Outstanding
Community Service Award, 1971; 35-year
service award, Phillips Petroleum, Co., 1982.

House, 1983-1988
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Frances “Peg” Lamont

Born: June 10, 1914, Rapid City, SD

Married: William Mather Lamont, October 6,
1937. Children: William S., Nancy, Francis
Margaret, Frederick M. Episcopalian.
Republican. Watertown High School, 1931;
University of Wisconsin, B.A., 1935, M.A., 1936.
SD Council on Aging, member 20 years,
Chairman 10 years; Federal Council on Aging;
National AAUW Educational Foundation Board,
1981-1986; SD Historical Society Board,;
President, Historic SD Foundation, 1977-1983;
NCSL Arts Committee, 1977-1986. SD Mother
of the Year, 1974; Governor’s Award for
Community Service, 1981; Mental Health
Volunteer Award, 1983; SD Public Safety
Award, 1984; SD Corrections Legislative
Award, 1983 and 1984; SD Public Safety Award,
1984.

Senate, 1975-1988
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Donald A. L’Esperance

Born: December 1, 1919, Pierre, SD
Married: Eileen Forrette, November 27, 1941.

Children: David, Judi, Keith, Mary Anne, and
Jim. Republican. Rapid City High School,
1938; National School of Business. Vice
President and Comptroller, Mellgren Plumbing
Shop Inc.; Director and Vice President,
Pennington Investment Corp.; Mayor 1955-
1956; City Commission, 1953-1956; Chairman,
Pennington County Board of Health, 1954-1956;
Vice President and Director, Rapid City
Chamber of Commerce; Elks Lodge; Lions
Club.

House, 1957-1962
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Merle E. Lofgren

Born: March 5, 1926, Watauga, SD

Married: Lavone Senftner, 1961. Children:
Marian, Marsha, Paul, Clark, and Jackson.
Catholic. Republican. Mcintosh High School;
South Dakota State College, BS Degree;
Verteran U.S.N., South Pacific; Served on White
House Conference on Education, 1956;
Mcintosh City Council President; District 11
American Legion Commander.

House, 1959-1962
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Charles “Chuck” Q. Mateer

Born: February 19, 1922, Rapid City, SD.

Married: Olive Ann Nicholls, July 31, 1948;
Wilma Loken, 1998. Children: Chrisann, Curt,
and Karen. Episcopalian. Republican. Custer
High School, 1939; South Dakota State
University, 1939-1941; University of Miaaour,
1943; South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology, 1945-1947. Assistant State Airport
Engineer and State Pilot, 1948-1955; Director,
Korean Veterans Bonus Board, 1955-1957;
Director, OASI, 1957-1958; City Engineer, Belle
Fourche, 1958-1960; Director of Public Works,
Belle Fourche, 1978-1984; Army Air Corps,
1942-1945; Combat Pilot, ETO,1944-1945;
Chairman, City Planning Commission, 1960-
1964, State President, SD Water Works
Association, 1968; Board of Directors, Black
Hills Playhouse, 1975-1986. Delgate to State
Republican Convention, 1982-1984; Sergeant-
of-Arms, House of Representatives, 1985-1986.

House, 1987-1992
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Orville Smith

Born: June 18, 1909
Married: Luevern Meyer, October 26, 1935.

Children: Darlene. Catholic. Democrat.
Township Board Member; Elks; Izaak Walton
League. Hamill District Soil Conservation
Award Winner, 1964; Farmer and Rancher

House, 1965-1966
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Jay Swisher

Born: June 1, 1921, Vermillion, SD.

Married: Mary Clark, 1944. Children: Linda,
Jean, Lanny, Bob and Bill. Methodist.
Republican. Vermillion High School, 1939;
University of South Dakota, 1942. United
States Army, 1941-1946; Secretary of
Department of Agriculture; President of the
Midwest Association for Secretaries of
Department of Agriculture; Elks; Masons;
Methodist Men’s Club; County and State Crop
Improvement Association; State and National
Quarter Horse Association; Farmers Bureau.

House, 1967-1968
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Francis “Frank” R. Thieman

Born: December 28,1936

Married: Mary Kay Sauser. Children: Terri,
Sue, Scott and John. Catholic. Republican.
U.S. Army, 18 months in Germany. Yankton
Auto Supply Co.; Farmer, 1968-1974,; Phillips 66
Petroleum Company distributor, 1963-1968.
Marty Council Knights of Columbus; Director,
Yankton Area Chamber of Commerce; Director,
Mount Marty College; Yankton Jaycees;
National Automotive Service Assn.; Yankton
Jaycee “Boss of the Year”.

House, 1976-1984



/
253

South Dakota Public Broadcasting
provided a live audio Webcast of
the 2009 Legislative Memorial
Service (at the Legislature’s
homepage on the Internet). This
audio Webcast will be archived for
future reference. You may access
the Webcast at the address below.

http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/2009/index.aspx



	SOUTH DAKOTA�LEGISLATURE

