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 How:

 Cut all Instructional Staff

 Close the main school facility



SDSD On-Campus 
Enrollment

School Districts Served 
by SDSD

Outreach Enrollment

ASL Preschool 6 Brandon Valley 3/34 ASL 21

ASL Elementary 7 Brookings 1/34 A/O 338

ASL Middle School 2 Chamberlain 2/34 Other 39

ASL High School 4 Hanson County 1/34 Totals 398

A/O Preschool 4 Parkston 1/34 Public Schools in SD 161

A/O Elementary 11 Sioux Falls 26/34 Public Schools Served 85

Total Students 34 Total Districts 
Served

6 Private or BIA Schools 
Served

10

• Two Platform issue affects actual numbers on campus.
• Cost per student on campus vs. outreach
• Predominantly Minnehaha county students:

• 34 – 29/34 are in Minnehaha.  
• 12 Students out of 34 are dual enrolled in  

public school districts
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 More robust and responsive Outreach Program
 Double Staff – from current 6 to 12
 Staffing needs:
◦ Speech Language Pathologists
◦ Early Childhood Specialists
◦ Special Education Teachers
◦ Pediatric Audiologists
◦ Counselors

 Outreach Consultants, to consult with school 
districts on differing methodologies, depending on 
district offerings



 Resource for school districts, including consultation 
with the students and staff

 Leadership in Hearing Loss: 
◦ Selecting appropriate communication systems
◦ Technology 
◦ Centralized on-site workshops 

 Collaborate with families and children, as well as, 
various education and medical agencies 

 Assistance with IEPs, ISFPs and 504 Plans
 Full multi-disciplinary assessments
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Dear Parents and Students of South Dakota School for the Deaf,

I am writing to share with you that important changes are in store for the South Dakota School for the

Deaf. As you may recall, a Governor's task force met for several months last year and extensively studied

the provision of state services to children who are deaf or hard of hearing. The task force concluded its

work by recommending more of a focus on outreach services to students across the state. Since that

time, as we all know, the economy has weakened substantially, and Gov. Rounds has asked all areas of

state government to identify budget cuts.

Today, the Governor presented his revised budget for Fiscal Year 2010, in which he recommends

redefining the mission of the South Dakota School for the Deaf to an outreach education and support

role. This means we will not offer an instructional program on the Sioux Falls campus starting next fall.

These changes will result in a savings of $2 million in state general funds.

The plan is to create a larger, more robust outreach staff of deaf education teachers and specialists who

provide services to deaf and hard of hearing children and local schools across South Dakota. We are

committed to provide IEP meetings this spring with the local education agencies to ease in this

transition.

While this will be a difficult change for some, keep in mind that we will be able to do much more for

more of our students through the Outreach Program statewide. We plan to double our outreach staff

and provide more direct services, consultations, on-site visits, and intervention services to students
across the state.

I wanted to share this news with you directly, and invite you to contact me if you have questions or

concerns. We will need your help and support as we work through this transitional phase, keeping in

mind that our priority is the students served by the South Dakota School for the Deaf.

Sincerely,

Terry Gregersen

SDSDSuperintendent

Total Education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children in South Dakota Since 1880
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Dear Parents and Students Served by the South Dakota School for the Deaf,

I am writing to share with you that important changes are in store for the South Dakota School

for the Deaf. As you may recall, a Governor's task force met for several months last year and

extensively studied the provision of state services to children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
The task force concluded its work by recommending more of a focus on outreach services to

students across the state. Since that time, as we all know, the economy has weakened

substantially, and Gov. Rounds has asked all areas of state government to identify budget cuts.

Today, the Governor presented his revised budget for Fiscal Year 2010, in which he

recommends redefining the mission of the South Dakota School for the Deaf to an outreach

education and support role. This means we will not offer an instructional program on the Sioux

Falls campus starting next fall. These changes will result in a savings of $2 million in state

general funds.

The plan is to create a larger, more robust outreach staff of deaf education teachers and

specialists who provide services to deaf and hard of hearing children and local schools across
South Dakota. While this will be a difficult change for some, especially those students who are

served on campus, I believe we will be able to do much more for more of our students through

the Outreach Program statewide. We plan to double our outreach staff and provide more direct
services, consultations, on-site visits, and intervention services to students across the state.

I wanted to share this news with you directly, and invite you to contact me if you have

questions or concerns. We will need your help and support as we work through this

transitional phase, keeping in mind that our priority is the students served by the South Dakota
School for the Deaf.

Sincerely,

~~

Terry Gregersen

SDSD Superintendent

Total Education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children in South Dakota Since 1880
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