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HOUSE CONCURRENT REsoLUTION No. 1020

Introduced by: Representatives Russell, Campbell, Cronin, Feickert, Greenfield, Haggar
(Jenna), Heinemann (Ledlie), Kaiser, Kopp, Latterell, Magstadt, May, Nelson,
Olson (Betty), and Schrempp and Senators Monroe, Begaka, Jensen,
Lederman, Otten (Ernie), and Van Gerpen

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Recognizing the 22™ anniversary of the Khojaly tragedy

which resulted in the loss of over six hundred lives.

WHEREAS, theNagorno-K arabakh War, lasting from 1988 to 1994, wasaconflict between
Armeniaand Azerbaijan; and

WHEREAS, on February 25 and 26, 1992, Armenian armed forces, accompanied by Russian
military troops, occupied the town of Khojaly in Azerbaijan, killing over six hundred innocent
civilians, including many children, women, and el derly; wounding over onethousand and taking
over twelve hundred civilians prisoner; and

WHEREAS, many civilian bodies found in Khojaly after the fight were disfigured and
mutilated, making this one of the most inhumane and barbaric battles of the war; and

WHEREAS, international organizations such as Human Rights Watch documented these
killings; moreover, major United States and international news organizations reported the
killingswith horror, and numerous governments around the world have condemned the attack;

and
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WHEREAS, to this day, the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia continues, with
Armenian forces occupying twenty percent of Azerbaijan's territory, including the Nagorno-
Karabakh region and surrounding seven districts; and

WHEREAS, resol utions condemning the occupation of Azerbaijan'sterritory by Armenian
forces have been passed by the United Nations Security Council and General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, this tragic event is a sobering reminder of the terrible carnage that can be
inflicted in wartime and the enduring need for greater understanding, communication, and
tolerance among people the world over:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Eighty-
Ninth Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the
L egislature recognizes February 26, 2014, as the 22™ anniversary of the Khojaly Tragedy in

Azerbaijan.



