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HOUSE BILL NO. 1240

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE PERFORMANCE OF ABORTIONS DUE TO DOWN
SYNDROME AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY THEREFOR.

A l eg i s l a t ive  i nca r ce r a t i on  f i s c a l  impac t  s t a t emen t  ha s  been  r eque s t ed  on  HB1240
due  to  the  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a  new  pena l t y  i n  Sec t i on  3 .

T he  pena l t y  i n  th i s  Ac t  i s  a  t r ue  mens  r e a  c r ime ,  and ,  i f  p ro secu t ed ,  cou ld  we l l
r e su l t  i n  a  j a i l  s en t ence .  Howe ve r ,  v io l a t i ons  a r e  l i ke l y  to  be  ve r y  r a r e  and  i t  i s
i n conce ivab l e  tha t  anyone  who  i s  no t  a  we l l - t r a i ned  spec i a l i s t  phys i c i an  w i th  r e ady
acce s s  wou ld  eve r  be  i n  a  pos i t i on  to  v io l a t e  th i s  Ac t .  I t  i s  equa l l y  i n conce ivab l e
to  a s sume  tha t  anyone ,  i n  tha t  pos i t i on ,  wou ld  v io l a t e  th i s  Ac t .  Hence ,  i t s  impac t
on  j a i l  popu l a t i ons  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i r r e l evan t .
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