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Introduced by: Representatives Kaiser, Beal, Bolin, Bordeaux, Campbell, Craig, Deutsch,
DiSanto, Feickert, Gibson, Gosch, Greenfield (Lana), Haggar (Don),
Harrison, Hawks, Heinemann (Ledlie), Hickey, Hunhoff (Jean), Jensen
(Alex), Johns, Kirschman, Klumb, Langer, Latterell, Marty, May, McCleerey,
Mickel son, Munsterman, Novstrup (Al), Peterson (Kent), Qualm, Rasmussen,
Ring, Rounds, Russell, Schaefer, Schoenbeck, Schoenfish, Schrempp, Sali,
Stalzer, Tulson, Verchio, Wiik, Willadsen, Wollmann, and Zikmund and
Senators Greenfield (Brock), Ewing, Haggar (Jenna), Heinert, Holien,
Lederman, Novstrup (David), Olson, Peterson (Jim), Rave, and Solano

1 FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to require reimbursement to certain entities for fire
2 suppression and extinguishment costs.

3 BEITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

4 Section 1. A nonprofit fire protection corporation or association, rural fireprotectiondistrict,
5 orpolitical subdivision of this state may recover in acivil action the amount expended by it for
6 fire suppression and extinguishment costs under any of the following circumstances from any

7  person who:

8 (1) Drops or throws a burning match, cigarette, cigar, ashes of pipe, or other burning
9 substance of any kind;
10 (2) Negligently kindles or causesto be kindled, firein any wood, brush, field, marsh, or
11 prairie and leaves the fire unquenched, or who negligently or without taking full
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precaution fails to prevent the fire from spreading or permits the fire to be spread
beyond the person'scontrol so asto endanger the property of another, whether thefire
iskindled upon the person's own land or not;

After finding any uncontrolled fire burning, fails to give immediate warning and to
make reasonabl e attempt to quench thefire, or who is guilty of any disobedienceto
thelawful ordersof any public official or firefighter attempting to control thefire, or
who interferes with any officer attempting to control the fire, or refusesto assist in
controlling thefire;

Causesto be set or setson fireany wood, marsh, prairie, grass, or stubbleland or any
other flammable material at any time of the year without first having in place a
natural or manmade fire break and without giving due caution to the prevailing and
forecasted weather conditions;

Negligently causes a fire to be started or does not take reasonable precautions to
prevent a fire from spreading and permits the fire to spread beyond the person's
control;

Obtainsinsurance fundsfor either fire suppression or extinguishment costs, or both,
which insurance funds may be available under that person's insurance policy; or
Recoups costs on behalf of a nonprofit fire protection corporation, district,
corporation, association, or political subdivision that either provides mutual aid fire
protection or fire suppression, or both, to a person located outside the entity's
jurisdiction, or from any person to recoup fire suppression costs under any type of

contract.

Section 2. For purposes of this Act, the term, nonprofit fire protection corporation or

association, means any corporation or association legally organized within this state for the
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primary purpose of providing fire-fighting equipment and protection to a particular political
subdivision or subdivisions within this state and operating on a nonprofit basis.

Section 3. For purposes of this Act, the term, any person, means any individual person,
corporation, or other entity for which fire protection services are provided to protect the person

or the person's property.



