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SENATE BILL NO. 97

AN ACT TO REVISE THE ALLOWABLE PENALTIES FOR A PERSON ADMITTED TO
DRUG COURT.

A p r i son / j a i l  popu la t ion  cos t  es t imate  s ta tement  has  been  reques t ed  on  SB97  due
to  the  r ev i s ion  o f  pena l t i e s  fo r  a  pe r son  admi t t ed  to  d rug  cour t .

SB 97  wou ld  a l low the  Un i f i ed  J ud ic i a l  Sys t em to  admi t  i nd i v idua l s  t o  d rug  cou r t s  t ha t
wou ld  o the rwi se  have  to  go  to  p r i son  by  a l l owing the  u se  o f  l oca l  j a i l s  fo r  s anc t ion ing
when  a  pe r son  has  a l r eady used  up  the i r  s t a tu to ry  180  days  ava i l ab l e  fo r  j a i l .   Based  on
da ta  p rovided  by  the  Un i f i ed  J ud ic i a l  Sys t em,  up  to  7  i nd iv idua l s  annua l ly  wou ld  no t
be  sen t  t o  p r i son  bu t  cou ld  be  sanc t ioned  to  coun ty  j a i l .  T he  ave rage  p r i son  sen tence
fo r  a  d rug  cou r t  c l i en t  i s  3 .7  yea r s .   As  a  r e su l t ,  t h e  s t a t e  wou ld  avo id  paying  p r i son
cos t s  o f  $99 ,236  in  t he  f i r s t  yea r,   and  $3 ,080 ,944  ove r  a  10  yea r  pe r iod .   T he  ave rage
l ength  o f  s t ay  fo r  i nd iv idua l s  a ff i l i a t ed  wi th  d rug  cou r t  and  sanc t ioned  to  coun ty  j a i l
i s   2 .64  days .  T he re fo re ,  t he  annua l  j a i l  cos t  i s  $1 ,336  and  j a i l  cos t s  o ve r  a  1 0  yea r
pe r iod   i s  $13 ,360 .    
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