HousE coMMEMORATION No. 1005

Introduced by: RepresentativesV erchio, Campbell, Deutsch, Haugaard, Holmes, Kirschman,
Rasmussen, Schaefer, Stalzer, Wiik, and Zikmund and Senators Rusch,
Ewing, Jensen (Phil), Monroe, and Novstrup (David)

A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Honoring the fifth anniversary of Operation Black Hills
Cabin, and recognizing the board of directors, volunteers, and community leadersas outstanding
caretakers of those who served.

WHEREAS, Operation Black HillsCabinwill celebrateitsfifth anniversary on March 25, 2016,
its mission has been to provide Operation Iragi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom, and
Operation New Dawn combat-injured veterans and their families with acomfortable, peaceful, and
supportive respite to reconnect veterans with themselves and their families; and

WHEREAS, Operation Black Hills Cabinisoperated completely by volunteerswho understand
that those who have served this nation continue to struggle with theinvisible wounds of combat and
areworking to assist our troopsin putting the pieces of their lives back together, and who give their
time, talent, and assistance freely, dedicating over four thousand hours per year; and

WHEREAS, leaders of this operation have developed an outstanding partnership with area
businesses who have donated meals, stocked the cupboards, and provided entry coupons at tourist
attractions for the families, making the week virtually free; and

WHEREAS, fifty-eight families from twenty-seven states have utilized the Cabin and have
garnered the benefits from this retreat:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Ninety-First Legidature of the State
of South Dakota, that the L egisl ature recogni zesthe Operation Black Hills Cabin board of directors,
volunteers, and community leaders for being outstanding caretakers of those who have served.
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