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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1016

Introduced by: Representatives Schrempp, Bartling, Bordeaux, Feickert, Gibson, Hawks,
Hawley, Killer, and McCleerey and Senators Heinert, Bradford, Bunhl
O'Donnell, Hunhoff (Bernie), Peterson (Jim), and Sutton

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Expressing and encouraging support for the continued use
of country-of-origin labels on meat products sold to consumers.

WHEREAS, in 2008 the United States Congress passed a mandatory country-of-origin
labeling for muscle cuts of meat sold at retail, which required meat produced in the United
States from imported livestock to bear adifferent label than meat produced from United States
born livestock; and

WHEREAS, in 2013 the United States Department of Agricultureissued new regulations
that provided additional information to the consumer on where meat was born, raised, and
harvested; and

WHEREAS, trade groups and the organizations representing multinational meatpackers
worked predominantly with Canada, as well as Mexico, to bring a World Trade Organization
(WTO) case against the United States for the removal of the labeling requirements; and

WHEREAS, in May 2015 the WTO issued a final ruling that the United States

country-of-origin labeling regime was out of compliance with WTO regulations because it
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required the segregation of imported animals; and

WHEREAS, Canada and Mexico have asked the WTO for permission to retaliate against
the United States for damages that have yet to be proven; and

WHEREAS, Doctor Robert Taylor, of Auburn University, issued a study in February of
2015 demonstrating that Canadian and Mexican beef feeder and fat cattle markets were not
affected by country-of-origin labeling and that feeder cattle and fat cattle imported from both
Mexico and Canada were not affected by the country-of-origin labeling; and

WHEREAS, consumers have repeatedly and overwhelmingly expressed their support for
country of origin labeling of food products in the United States:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Ninety-
First Legidatureof the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the Legislature
will continue to support consumers right to know where their food comes from and support the

use of country-of-origin labels.



