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HOUSE BILL NO. 1035

AN ACT TO REVISE AND PROVIDE CERTAIN PROCEDURES FOR FILING,
CERTIFYING, AND CHALLENGING PETITIONS.

A p r i son / j a i l  popu la t ion  cos t  e s t ima te  s t a t emen t  has  been  r eques ted  on  HB1035
because  the  b i l l  c r ea te s  a  new Class  2  misdemeanor  v io l a t ion  fo r  employing  o r
compensa t ing  a  pe r son  fo r  c i r cu la t ing  a  pe t i t i on  fo r  t he  o rga n i z a t i o n  o f  a
po l i t i ca l  pa r ty based  on  the  number  o f  r eg i s t e red  vo te r s  who  s ign  the  pe t i t i on .

In  o rde r  t o  ana lyz e  how th i s  new pena l ty wou ld  a ffec t  t he  p r i so n  o r  j a i l
popu la t ions ,  we  looked  a t  s imi l a r  v io l a t ions  fo r  compensa t ing  p e t i t i on
c i rcu la to r s  based  on  the  number  o f  s igner s .  A  s imi l a r  v io l a t ion  cu r ren t ly ex i s t s
in  §12-13-28  fo r  compensa t ing  a  p e t i t i on  c i r cu l a to r  fo r  an  i n i t i a t ed  measu re ,
r e f e r r ed  l aw,  and  p roposed  cons t i t u t i ona l  amendmen t  based  on  the  number  o f
peop le  who  s ign  the  pe t i t i on ,  wh ich  i s  a  C las s  2  misdemeanor.  Add i t iona l ly,
§12-4 -52  e s t a b l i shes  a  C las s  2  misdemeanor  fo r  employing  o r  compensa t ing  a
pe r son  to  r eg i s t e r  vo te r s  based  on  the  number  o f  peop le  t ha t  r eg i s t e r  t o  vo te .  
 
T h ere  have  been  no  a r re s t s  o r  conv ic t i ons  under  §12-13-28  o r  §12-4 -52  f r o m
J anuary 1 ,  2011  to  December  31 ,  2016 .  Due  to  the  absence  o f  v io l a t ions  u n d er
these  two  ex i s t i ng  s t a tu t es ,  i t  i s  t he  op in ion  o f  t he  LRC tha t  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  have
l i t t l e  t o  no  impac t  on  p r i son  o r  j a i l  cos t s .  
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