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SB 168, An Act to provide for mandatory drug testing for members of the Legislature.

Under SB 168, all 105 legislators would submit to a drug test twice a year in odd-numbered
years, and once a year in even-numbered years. In odd-numbered years the first drug test would
be conducted within two weeks of being sworn into office and the second would be conducted
within two weeks of the end of the legislative session. In even-numbered years, only the second
of these tests would occur.

For the purpose of this estimate, a 10 panel urinary analysis drug screen is being used as the
measure for the drug test cost. A 10 panel drug screen typically tests for Cocaine, Marijuana
(THC), PCP, Amphetamines, Opiates, Benzodiazepines, Barbiturates, Propoxyphene, and
Quaaludes. SB 168 references controlled substances, which encompasses any of the substances
listed in the five schedules of the Controlled Substances Act of 1970.  A 10 panel drug screen is
more comprehensive and would cover a broader range of these substances. The cost of the drug
tests are estimated to be $55 each. This number is corroborated through consultations with state
agencies that utilize the State Health Lab and private organizations that conduct background
checks.

The drug test cost does not include the costs of collecting the samples. There could be voluntary
collection personnel who administer these tests, similar to the personnel who volunteer for the
Doctor of the Day program. Without knowing whether there would be volunteers to collect the
samples, the cost per test will be at least $55.

In conclusion, the annual estimated cost of SB 168 in operating expenses to Legislative
Operations would be at least $11,550 in odd-numbered years and $5,775 in even-numbered
years.
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