
CODE COMMISSION (SOUTH DAKOTA)

Study Assignment

The Code Commission supervises the publication of the South Dakota Codified Laws, corrects
errors to the code, assists the code counsel, makes recommendations to the Legislature, and
contracts for replacement volumes.

Summary of Interim

The Code Commission identified three volumes to reprint for the upcoming year. The volumes
to be reprinted are Volumes 5, 10B, and 12B.  There is a direct relationship between the size
and cost of the cumulative supplement and the number of replacement volumes authorized by
the Commission.  Replacing volumes eliminates pocket parts and shrinks the size and cost of
the supplement; it also makes the code easier to use.  In order to manage the code, the
Commission attempts to maintain page count of the supplements in proportion to the bound
volume page count.

The Code Commission determines which county, state, and federal offices receive a free printed
copy of the Session Laws. The need for a printed copy has been reduced due to the availability
of the Session Laws on the Legislature’s Internet site.  The Commission is currently reviewing
the list of approved offices with a goal to reduce the need to distribute printed copies.

The publishing contract for the South Dakota Code will expire June 30, 2002, and the
Commission is currently reviewing the process to either renew the contract or open the contract
to bids from other publishers. The contract process for the publishing of the code is regulated
by SDCL 2-16-7 to 2-16-7.2, inclusive.

Listing of Legislation Adopted

The Commission will propose the annual legislation to update SDCL 2-16-13, the publications
constituting the official code.

Summary of Meeting Dates & Places and Listing of Committee Members.

The Code Commission met at the State Capitol in Pierre on February 20, 2001. The Code
Commission also met in conjunction with the state bar convention in Sioux Falls on June 22,
2001.

Commission members are Chair Michael DeMersseman,  Vice Chair Senator Eric Bogue,
Representative Matt McCaulley, Tom Lee, and Lee McCahren.

Code Counsel Doug Decker serves as staff to the Commission.


