State-Tribal Relations Study Committee
Study Assignment

The State-Tribal Relations Study Committee held one meeting during 2006, on
February
2006, in Pierre during the Legislative Session.

Summary of Interim

The State-Tribal Relations Study Committee is an ongoing interim committee that
was created in statute (SDCL 2-6-20) in 1993 as a part of the state’s
reconciliation efforts. The committee, which generally does not propose
legislation, provides a forum within state government for discussion by Indians
and non-Indians of issues affecting the Native American community. The
committee also serves as a way of familiarizing legislators with such issues. The
committee continued in 2006 with Senator Stan Adeistein as the Chair and
Representative Paul Valandra as Vice Chair.

The committee held its only meeting of the year in the Capitol in Pierre on
February 27, 2006. The primary topic at the meeting was uranium mining and its
impacts in the Black Hills. Ms. Charmaine Whiteface, representing the Defenders
of the Black Hills, Rapid City, discussed potential contamination in numerous
areas of western South Dakota resulting from uranium exploration and mining
operations beginning in the 1950s. She noted that in many cases these sites
were not properly covered after cessation of mining. She stated that monitoring
done by her group has shown elevated levels of radioactive material and that
radioactivity can be carried in blowing dust and can also contaminate rivers and
streams. She stated that this situation threatens the health of large number of
South Dakotans and that that there is evidence of elevated rates of cancer and
other health problems in areas affected by uranium mining and exploration. She
noted that there is also oil in the area and that there has been renewed interest in
oil exploration as well as uranium development.

Mr. Steve Pirner, Secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, stated that uranium mining took place in the northwestern and
southwestern corners of South Dakota from the early 1 950s through the early 1
970s. Many of the abandoned mines are on U.S. Forest Service land, and the
department is working with the Forest Service on reclaiming some of these sites.
The state does not do the testing on tribal lands; the tribes have an agreement
with the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) which specifies that
testing on tribal lands will be done by EPA. Mr. Pirner stated that a small number
of drinking water samples may be slightly above the standards and that there is
some concern about radioactive dust in localized areas but that it does not travel
very far. He said that this is the reason for the work that the Forest Service is
currently doing. Mr. Pirner stated that reclamation involves gathering up



radioactive tailings, covering them and reseeding the area and that the Forest
Service is currently involved with reclamation. He stated that money is a problem
and that the Forest Service does not have sufficient funding to reclaim all of the
affected areas. Mr. Pirner stated that SB 62 was passed during the 2006
Legislative Session because of increased interest recently in new uranium
exploration. SB 62 would increase the surety requirements for operators and also
provides for rules to regulate the construction, operation, monitoring, and closure
of uranium and other mines using in situ leach processes. He also stated that
because of recent renewed interest in uranium development, DENR is planning
to increase its testing activity.

The committee sent a letter to Governor Rounds requesting that the appropriate
state agencies coordinate among themselves and with federal agencies and
tribes to expedite testing and monitoring for radioactive materials associated with
uranium exploration and mining. DENR responded to committee concerns with a
written report submitted to the committee in May of 2006.

The committee also sent a letter to Governor Rounds urging further training in
cultural sensitivity for all law enforcement personnel and other applicable state
and local government personnel involved in corrections, criminal justice, and
social services. The letter also indicated that the committee supports the findings
of the Equal Justice Commission, including their recommendation that statistical
data be compiled on race for arrests and traffic stops.

The committee heard public testimony on these and other issues.

Listing of Legislation Adopted

None.

Summary of Meeting Dates and Places and Listing of Committee Members
The committee met in the State Capitol in Pierre on February 27, 2006.

Members of the committee included Rep. Stan Adelstein (Chair) and
Representative Paul

Valandra (Vice Chair); Senators Julie Bartling, Tom Dempster, Bob Gray, and

Theresa Two Bulls; and Representatives Jim Bradford, Cooper Garnos, J.E.
“Jim” Putnam, and Thomas Van Norman.



