
 
 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
The purpose of this FAQ sheet is to provide information to the Joint Committee on Appropriations regarding 
Informational Budgets in the South Dakota budgetary system.  The information was compiled by the Legislative 
Research Council with assistance from the Department of Legislative Audit and the Government Operations and Audit 
Committee. 

When and why was this fund created? 
The Game, Fish, and Parks Commission was created by the 1927 Legislature for the purpose of 
administering wildlife and fish regulations.  The commission is administered under the direction and 
supervision of the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks but retains the quasi-judicial, quasi-legislative, 
advisory, and other nonadministrative and special budgetary functions independent of the department.  
The Game, Fish, and Parks Fund was also created to fund the Division of Wildlife primarily from the sale 
of fishing and hunting licenses.  The Division of Wildlife is reported as an informational budget and 
annually reviewed by the Legislature per SDCL 41-2-35.1. 

Where does the revenue come from? 
All moneys collected under any of the game and fish laws of this state (including sums paid for licenses 
or on account of bonds or contracts entered into with any persons, and money due from other sources 
connected with the game and fish laws of this state, except fines,) shall be paid into the state treasury to 
be credited to the Department of Game, Fish and Parks Fund. Excepting receipts from sales of timber on 
school lands, all sums received from rentals, contracts, licenses, sales of personal property, or any 
source, except such sums as are derived from or which have accrued through the operation of the 
Division of Forestry and Parks and Custer State Park, shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to 
the Department of Game, Fish and Parks Fund. (41-2-34) 

The 1998 Legislature created the Sportsman's Access and Landowner Depredation Fund.  This fund is 
part of the Game, Fish, and Parks Fund.  Revenue for the fund comes from a $5 surcharge on most 
hunting licenses and is continuously appropriated.  Fifty percent of the funds are available to landowners 
who provide hunting access on the landowner's land and for wildlife depredation and damage 
management programs.  The other fifty percent is available for purposes of acquiring free public hunting 
access by lease agreement. (41-2-34.2) 
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The Homestake Mining Company (HMC) Natural Resources Restoration Fund is accounted for in the Game, 
Fish, and Parks Fund per the memorandum of agreement per the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks, 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and the U.S. Department of the Interior.  Revenue for the 
fund is the state's share of the settlement agreement with HMC for pollution in the Black Hills area.  Per the 
Final Conceptual Restoration and Compensation Plan, the money is used to restore, replace and/or acquire 
equivalent trust natural resources and lost services within the Whitewood Creek and the Belle Fourche and 
Cheyenne River watersheds.  Money in this fund has recently been used to purchase property in the Spearfish 
Canyon area, including Roughlock Falls from HMC for $2,463,520, and for an interest bearing account of 
$600,000 for restoration and up-keep of the property. 

The Department also receives federal revenue from two main sources.  The Sportfish Restoration fund, 
otherwise known as the Dingell-Johnson, provides federal money to states from an excise tax on fishing and 
boating equipment.  The Wildlife Restoration Fund, otherwise known as the Pittman-Robertson fund provides 
federal money to states from an excise tax on bow, arrows, parts, and accessories; pistols and revolvers; and 
firearms, shells, and cartridges. 

What spending restrictions exist on the fund? 
All money in the Department of Game, Fish and Parks Fund is annually appropriated and can be used with 
any money otherwise appropriated to pay the necessary expenses of the department. (41-2-35) 

The Game, Fish, and Parks Commission has obligated funds within the Game, Fish, and Parks Fund for money 
that will be used for the construction of an Outdoor Campus in Rapid City.  Currently there is $9,000,000 
obligated for this project. 

Per the Final Conceptual Restoration and Compensation Plan, money in the Homestake Mining Company 
(HMC) Natural Resources Restoration Fund can be used to restore, replace and/or acquire equivalent trust 
natural resources and lost services within the Whitewood Creek and the Belle Fourche and Cheyenne River 
watersheds. 

The federal funds provided by the Sportfish Restoration Fund (Dingell-Johnson) and the Wildlife Restoration 
Fund (Pittman-Robertson) along with other federal funding sources have spending restrictions outlined in the 
federal regulations. 

Is the fund on the state accounting system?  What is the 
timing of the Fiscal Year? 
The Game, Fish, and Parks Fund is on the state accounting system.  Revenue estimates for the fund represent 
calendar year estimates instead of fiscal year estimates.  Historically, the Game, Fish, and Parks Commission 
has to solely rely on revenue generated to the Game, Fish, and Parks Fund to fund the activities it is charged 
with.  In order to have adequate management information to react to license sales and their affect on funding 
available, the Commission established the calendar year revenue budget.  At the end of a calendar year, the 
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Commission has sufficient information on license sales to determine of adjustments to the budget are 
necessary to maintain solvency.  

When was the last audit completed on this fund? 
The South Dakota Department of Legislative Audit has audited the financial statements of the Game, Fish, 
and Parks Fund as of June 30, 2006.  A separate audit of the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks licenses, 
permits, and stamps revenue was performed by the Department of Legislative Audit as of December 31, 
2005.  Its Informational Budget status not withstanding, the fund is also reviewed annually by the Joint 
Appropriation's Committee during the budget hearing process for the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks. 
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ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGETED
FY2006 FY2007 FY2008

TOTAL RECEIPTS $29,153,753 $29,199,297 $29,837,090

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $27,775,730 $28,422,618 $28,078,610

NET (Receipts less Disbursements) $1,378,023 $776,680 $1,758,480

BEGINNING CASH BALANCE $16,231,798 $17,609,489 $18,216,516

Adjustments ($332) ($169,652) $0

ENDING CASH BALANCE $17,609,489 $18,216,516 $20,435,628

Rapid City Outdoor Campus $3,000,000 $6,000,000 $9,000,000
Missouri River Transition $0 $0
Homestake Mining Settlement $3,069,819 $183,288 $87,622

Adjusted Balance $11,539,670 $12,033,228 $11,348,006

*Budgeted FY2008 Disbursements include $132,192 of 2nd year capital development authority

Department of Game, Fish, and Parks
Game and Fish Fund

Condition Statement (3122)

 Condition Statement Prepared by the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks on 10/05/07 (Other Funds Only) 

 

 

 
 


