
 
 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
The purpose of this FAQ sheet is to provide information to the Joint Committee on Appropriations regarding 
Informational Budgets in the South Dakota budgetary system.  The information was compiled by the Legislative 
Research Council with assistance from the Department of Legislative Audit and the Government Operations and Audit 
Committee. 

When and why was this fund created? 
The Snowmobile Trails Fund was created by the 1973 Legislature for the purpose of establishing state 
snowmobile trails and areas.  The Game, Fish, and Parks Commission is authorized to expend funds for 
the acquisition or leasing of land or easements, or for construction, maintenance, and markings of state 
snowmobile trails or areas. 

Where does the revenue come from? 
Revenue for the fund comes from snowmobile registration fees, fuel tax reimbursement (which is based 
upon the number of registered snowmobiles in the state), and a three percent initial registration tax on 
the purchase price of new or used snowmobiles.  

What spending restrictions exist on the fund? 
The Snowmobile Trails fund is appropriated for the administration of the snowmobile trails program and 
may not revert at the close of any fiscal year but shall accumulate.  (41-19-1) The Game, Fish, and Parks 
Commission is authorized to spend funds for the acquisition or leasing of land or easements, or for 
construction, maintenance, and markings of state snowmobile trails or areas.  (41-19-2) Disbursements 
from the fund are paid on warrants drawn from the state auditor on vouchers approved by the Game, 
Fish, and Parks Commission.  (41-19-3) 

Has the original purpose of the fund changed? 
The original purpose was to create a fund for snowmobile fees collected for establishing state 
snowmobile trails and areas.  That purpose has not changed since the law was passed in 1973.   
However, in 1980 the Governor established the Snowmobile Advisory Council, which is a citizen advisory 
group for the state’s Snowmobile Trails Program. The six-person council has been a very useful forum to 
ensure that snowmobilers’ best interests are considered in the expenditure of dedicated snowmobile 
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ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGETED
FY2006 FY2007 FY2008

TOTAL RECEIPTS $737,228 $722,694 $744,927

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $614,596 $631,876 $1,086,429

NET (Receipts less Disbursements) $122,632 $90,818 ($341,502)

BEGINNING CASH BALANCE $1,237,419 $1,360,051 $1,450,869

ENDING BALANCE $1,360,051 $1,450,869 $1,109,367

Department of Game, Fish, and Parks
Snowmobile Trails Fund

Condition Statement (3126)

funds. Game, Fish and Parks staff meet with the Snowmobile Advisory Council four to six times each year 
to receive endorsements for budgets, obtain trail routes, and to inform them of other snowmobile trail 
issues. The Governor appoints members of the Snowmobile Advisory Council, typically for three-year 
terms. 

Is the fund on the state accounting system?  What is the 
timing of the Fiscal Year? 
The fund is on the state accounting system. The fiscal year runs the same as the State Fiscal Year which is 
from July 1 to June 30. 

What oversight exists? 
The South Dakota Department of Legislative Audit has audited the financial statements of the Snowmobile 
Trails Program as of June 30, 2006.  The fund has recently been reviewed by the Government Operations & 
Audit Committee during the 2007 interim.  The fund is also reviewed annually by the Joint Appropriation's 
Committee during the budget hearing process for the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks.  

 

Condition Statement Prepared by the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks on 10/05/07 
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2007 Government Operations and Audit Committee “Blue Book”  

Prepared by the Department of Legislative Audit 

Other Fund Information 

 

 

 

  

 


