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  NORTHERN HILLS DRUG COURT PROGRAM 
QUARTERLY REPORT  

 
This quarterly report includes all data collected between October 1, 2008 and December 31, 2008.  The next 
quarterly is due April 30, 2009.  It will include all data collected between January 1, 2009 and March 31, 2009.  
 
Budget 
 
During the 2007 Legislative Session, $212,193 was appropriated for the Northern Hills Drug Court program 
through HB1271.   
 
Federal Grant 
 
On July 31, 2007, the Unified Judicial System was notified by the Department of Justice that it received a grant 
for $350,000.  The grant period covers July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2009.  This Federal Grant requires a 25% 
match. 
 

• Data provided by the Unified Judicial System Budget and Finance Office 
 

Total Quarterly Expenditures* 
 

General  Federal  

Personal Services 7,882.40 23,648.84
Travel 
 

319.86 959.58

Contractual Services 
 

5,978.00 5,613.13

Supplies and Materials 
 

369.85 1,109.68

Capital Assets 
 

0 0

Total  14,550.11 31,331.23
 
 
Treatment Costs  
 
Each participant is responsible for 1/3 of their treatment provider costs.   
 
Participant  Cost to UJS Cost to Participants 
*Participant I  Oct-Nov-Dec -0- -0-
Participant II  Oct-Nov-Dec $304.98 $152.49
**Participant III Oct-Nov-Dec $203.32 $101.66
**Participant IV Oct-Nov-Dec -0- -0-
Participant V  Oct-Nov-Dec $273.70 $136.85
Participant VI  Oct-Nov-Dec $320.50 $160.31
Participant VII  Oct-Nov-Dec $246.33 $123.16
Participant VIII Oct-Nov-Dec $680.10 $340.10
Participant IX  Oct-Nov-Dec $785.64 $392.88
***Participant X     Oct-Nov-Dec -0- -0-
Participant XI    Oct-Nov-Dec $973.25 $486.18
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Participant XII    Oct-Nov-Dec $23.46 $11.73
Participant XIII   Oct-Nov-Dec    $1360.21 $680.12
Participant XIV   Oct-Nov-Dec $160.26 $80.13
TOTAL $5331.75 $2665.61
* Graduated 9/12/08 
** Graduated 11/25/08 
*** Terminated 9/10/08 
   
 
 
Participant  Status 
 
Drug Court eligibility first requires a States Attorney to approve entry pursuant to a plea agreement. In other 
words, a States Attorney must refer a defendant to Drug Court. However, prospective participants can be 
recommended by individuals/entities other than a States Attorney (e.g. court services officers, defense counsel, 
treatment providers, and family members). This report includes prospective participants from all sources.  
 
For this quarter, October 1 through December 31, 2008, the program received 3 recommendations from all 
sources. Of those 3 recommendations, 1 was referred by a States Attorney from Butte County. Of the 1 referred 
from the States Attorney: 
 

1. One was admitted to the program.  
 
Prospective Participants      
 
There were 2 recommendations made by other individuals/entities, other than States Attorneys. Because entry 
into the program is conditional upon States Attorney approval, independent assessment of the quality or 
appropriateness of this population is difficult because an application has not been completed and an evaluation 
has not been performed. However, of those not referred by the States Attorney, two (2) were recommended by 
their defense counsel, submitted applications and completed chemical dependency evaluations, but were not 
selected to participate in the drug court program because they did not meet all eligibility requirements.    
  
10 Key Components of Drug Court 
 
In the late 1980’s in Dade County Florida, the first Drug Court began operation in response to the judicial 
system being overrun with substance abusing criminals.  This was causing an overcrowding of the jails and 
many were returning to the system within a short period of time.  Over the last twenty years, 10 key components 
have been identified that ensure a successful Drug Court Program.  
 

1. Integrate treatment with justice system case processing. 
2. Provide a non-adversarial approach to protect public safety and protect participants’ due process rights.  
3. Identify eligible participants early and place them promptly in drug court/treatment.  
4. Provide access to a continuum of treatment and rehabilitation. 
5. Monitor abstinence by frequent alcohol and other drug testing. 
6. Coordinate the response to participants’ compliance through sanctions and incentives. 
7. Provide ongoing judicial interaction with each participant.  
8. Monitor and evaluate the achievement of program goals and effectiveness. 
9. Provide continuing inter-disciplinary education to guide planning, implementation, and operations.  
10. Forge partnerships among drug courts, public agencies, and community based organizations.  
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Drug Testing (Key Component #4, #5) 
   
Two-hundred-eighty (280) drug tests were administered through December 31, 2008. Two-hundred-eighty 
(280) tests were negative.   
 
Incentives (Key Component # 6) 
 
Two participants graduated from the drug court program on November 25, 2008.  Five participants are in Phase 
I.  One participant was promoted to Phase II on November 4, 2008. Two participants advanced to Phase III on 
October 1, 2008 for a total of three participants in Phase III.  Two participants were promoted to Phase IV on 
December 30, 2008 and one Phase IV participant will graduate in the new year. 
  
Sanctions (Key Component # 6)   
 
One participant violated almost immediately upon entrance into the drug court program. While serving his 
probationary sentence he returned to the jail from an authorized release and failed a PBT.  He was sanctioned 7 
additional days in jail. The same participant failed to report his whereabouts to the CSO and was sanctioned to 1 
week’s House Arrest.  He failed to report an itinerary change a second time and was sanctioned to 1 day in jail.  
One participant was sanctioned 1 week’s House Arrest for not notifying the CSO of law enforcement contact.  
Another participant was jailed for 1 day for associating with an individual with whom she was ordered to have 
no contact.   
        
Intensive Supervision (Key Component #1, #5, & #7) 
 
The Court Services Officer (CSO) had 2,937 contacts with twelve participants including curfew checks, 
telephone contacts, field visits, collateral, written, and office visits.   
 
Participants’ Accomplishments: 
  
Participant II continues to maintain stable residence and employment. She also continues to receive help with 
her four year old son through Parents as Teachers programming and also participates in Sweat Lodge 
ceremonies as part of her spirituality. She has had some medical issues during the past quarter, including a 
bladder infection, slipping and falling on the ice at work and hurting her neck, a minor medical procedure, and 
hormone treatment to treat ovarian cysts. She has reported all prescribed medications and has had no violations. 
 
Participant III graduated from the drug court program on November 25, 2008. During his time in drug court he 
maintained both stable employment and residence and established very positive family relationships.  
 
Participant IV graduated from the drug court program on November 25, 2008. During the final part of Phase IV 
of the program she decided to change her major from Vet Tech to Art Education. She enrolled in Black Hills 
State University and begins classes in January, 2009. During her time in drug court she maintained stable 
residence and was either attending school or working part-time.  She celebrated one year of sobriety in October 
of 2008. 
 
Participant V was promoted to Phase III on October 1, 2008. In October she admitted to drug court staff that she 
may be pregnant from a one night stand with a fellow AA attendee. The pregnancy turned out to be a molar 
pregnancy and she had a DNC procedure and reported all prescribed medications. She brought up the issue of 
attending counseling again with her estranged ex-boyfriend and was told to go through the court system but has 
not followed up. She was allowed an out of state travel permit to Minneapolis to take her son to a medical exam 
at the Shriners’ Hospital.  She continues to maintain stable residence and employment and has made great 
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progress in treatment. She was accepted to Black Hills State University with the desire to pursue a career as a 
chemical dependency counselor and begins classes in January, 2009. She was promoted to Phase IV of the drug 
court program on December 30, 2008. 
 
Participant VI was promoted to Phase IV of the drug court program on October 6, 2008. She has maintained 
both stable residence and employment during her time in drug court and exhibits a tremendous work ethic. The 
Team expressed concerns about the amount of Red Bull energy drink she consumes and discussed that she may 
be replacing one addiction for another. The Team also expressed concerns about her obsession about her weight 
and suspect she may have an eating disorder. She did receive a civil judgment against her for bills owed from 
surgery when she was 19 years old. She states that her parents have advised her to file for bankruptcy and that is 
what she is planning to do. While at work in November she broke two toes but continued to work with a 
walking cast and took nothing stronger than Ibuprofen to deal with any pain. She expressed concern about her 
father who was in the hospital. He was released to attend Christmas with the family and is scheduled for surgery 
after the holidays. She is scheduled to graduate from the drug court program on January 13, 2009. 
 
Participant VII was promoted to Phase III on October 1, 2008. He continues to maintain both stable residence 
and employment. He has maintained very good family relationships. He was awarded Participant of the Month 
for September, 2008. He has made great progress in treatment and was allowed to start the new Corrective 
Thinking group later than the other participants due to his work schedule and the fact that he was working as 
many hours as possible before getting laid off. At the end of November it was brought to the drug court’s 
attention that he would be discharging from probation on December 7, 2008, because his probation had not been 
extended when he was sentenced to drug court. He willingly signed a six month extension to allow successful 
completion of the drug court program. He was laid off from construction the beginning of December and will 
receive unemployment while continuing to work on his family farm. On December 18, 2008, he and his wife 
were very pleased to regain full parental custody of their children from DSS. He was promoted to Phase IV on 
December 30, 2008. 
 
Participant VIII was promoted to Phase II of the drug court program on November 4, 2008. She has maintained 
stable residence with Meade County Housing and has continued to perform Community Service at the Sturgis 
Public Library. She mailed her DUI class certificate of completion along with payment of a fine to the State of 
Florida and received her driver’s license. She volunteered to perform extra community service at the drug court 
booth on Halloween. She has continued to complain of a lack of energy and attended additional medical 
appointments to address her thyroid issues. As the quarter progressed her energy seems to be improving and she 
is responding to the increased levels of thyroid medication. She was sanctioned by the Drug Court Team to 
serve one day in the Meade County Jail for having unauthorized contact by borrowing money from a person she 
had been told not to associate with. On December 20, 2008, she submitted a urine specimen that tested Positive 
for methamphetamine and THC. The specimen was sent to the state lab and again tested positive for 
amphetamine but a confirmation test proved Negative or was below the Positive threshold. She had been taking 
several cold medications, in addition to her routine medications and it is believed that one of the medicines 
resulted in a cross contamination. She was not sanctioned by the Team. 
 
Participant IX has had extreme difficulty obtaining employment since completing his jail sentence and inpatient 
treatment last quarter. On October 14, 2008, he was ordered by the Drug Court Judge to begin performing 
community service at the Sturgis Community Center and this has remained stable. He continues to reside with 
his girlfriend who is pregnant and due to have his first child in either January or February, 2009. On October 23, 
2008, he was placed in custody in Meade County Jail after submitting a urine sample that tested Positive on site 
for methamphetamine. He denied taking any illegal drug and questioned if the test was a false positive from a 
local anesthetic he had been given during outpatient surgery. A confirmation test conducted by the state lab 
indicated the sample was Negative for methamphetamine and was probably a cross reactant from the 
epinephrine in the local anesthetic he was given. The Drug Court CSO continues to coach him in interviewing 
skills, resume writing, and job searching techniques but thus far has been unsuccessful in obtaining 
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employment. He signed up for and attended a 3 hour Job Search Assistance Program and a Choices Ability 
Profiler through the local career center. On December 16, 2008, he was eligible for promotion to Phase II but 
the Team voted to table advancement until he gains employment. He continues with once daily PBT’s at the 
Spearfish Police Department. On December 30, 2008, he was ordered by the Drug Court Judge to obtain 
employment by February 3, 2009, or face serious drug court sanctions. 
 
Participant XI completed his 90 day probation jail sentence in the Lawrence County Jail on December 10, 2008. 
During his work release he maintained stable employment with a local construction company and attended 
treatment and AA on a regular basis. He did fail to notify the drug court of law enforcement contact for a minor 
traffic violation and was sanctioned by the Team to one week of House Arrest upon his release from jail. On 
December 9, 2008, he reported he has been sober for 7 months. He has been allowed to live with his parents 
after they took steps to insure that no alcohol would be made available to him in their home. He enjoyed the 
Christmas holiday with his family and will be eligible for promotion to Phase II in January, 2009.  
 
Participant XII completed her 90 day probation jail sentence in the Lawrence County Jail on November 25, 
2008, after working as a trustee thus cutting several days off her original sentence. During her jail sentence she 
admitted that she thought she might be pregnant but a pregnancy test administered by jail staff was Negative. 
She began inpatient treatment at the Black Hills Recovery Center in Black Hawk. This helped facilitate 
visitation with her two children. She completed treatment on December 24, 2008, and then was transported to 
the Pennington County Jail on two warrants. She was able to post bond but will remain in custody in the 
Lawrence County Jail until January 5, 2008, in order to make living arrangements at the CISS women’s shelter 
in Sturgis.  
 
Participant XIII violated the conditions of the drug court almost immediately by reporting to the Lawrence 
County Jail to serve his 7 day probation sentence with only a 3 days supply of medication. When he was 
released by jail staff to obtain more medication, he returned the next day with alcohol on his breath and failed a 
PBT. He also attempted to change his place of residence and employment but a meeting with his parents 
determined he would remain living and working at their campground. He was also placed on the SCRAM unit 
to deter further alcohol consumption. The drug court submitted a letter of recommendation to the Pennington 
County Judge who revoked his driver’s license and he was able to obtain a work and treatment permit. An 
incident involving seizures occurred in November when he ran out of his seizure medication. He was prescribed 
a shot of Phenobarbital to stop the seizure activity. He was sanctioned to one week of House Arrest on 
December 2, 2008, after admitting to taking a hit of marijuana a couple weeks earlier. He reported that his 
admission was the result of the extreme guilt he was feeling for being praised by the Drug Court Judge for the 
good job he was doing and knowing that he had relapsed. He had been drug tested twice and passed both tests. 
He states that he only took one small hit before realizing what he was doing was wrong. He was verbally 
warned by the Drug Court CSO for failing to report changes in his itinerary. He was sanctioned to one day in 
jail on December 20, 2008, when he again failed to notify the CSO of changes to his itinerary. He has requested 
to resume taking Adderol for his ADD but has been directed by the Drug Court Judge to seek a medical 
opinion. His residence at his parents’ campground has remained stable and he works full time for a sign 
company in Rapid City and part-time at his parents’ campground. He is eligible for promotion to Phase II of the 
program.  
 
Participant XIV was accepted into the drug court program on December 17, 2008, and is currently serving a 
probation jail sentence in the Meade County Jail with an expected release date of January 15, 2009. While in 
jail she is authorized to attend IOP treatment at Northern Hills Alcohol & Drug Services in Sturgis.      
 


