
	

Honorable	Members	of	the	Joint	Appropriations	Committee,	

	

Thank	you	for	the	invitation	to	attend	the	Joint	Appropriations	Committee	meeting.	I	
apologize	that	I	am	unable	to	deliver	this	message	in	person.	I	will	be	certain	to	set	aside	
further	time	to	discuss	facets	of	the	Higher	Education	Task	Force	and	its	findings,	should	
any	of	the	committee	members	have	questions	that	are	unanswered	in	today’s	meeting.	

The	report	brief	outlines	the	central	activities	and	contributors	to	the	Higher	Education	
Task	Force	Report	which	will	be	distributed	in	the	coming	weeks.	I	am	proud	of	the	work	
that	the	task	force	accomplished.	One	only	needs	to	examine	the	member	list	to	recognize	
the	expertise	and	dedication	that	the	members	have	in	the	area	of	higher	education.	I	thank	
each	of	them	for	their	contributions	to	the	task	force.	

Our	report	will	not	contain	any	specific	legislative	proposals.	Instead,	it	recognizes	several	
policy	goals	for	higher	education.	The	goals	range	from	statutory	changes	to	policy	changes	
to	the	need	for	awareness	of	certain	aspects	of	higher	education	policy.	The	report	is	not	
heavily	laden	with	jargon	and	is	highly	readable.	I	believe	the	report	will	be	a	useful	guide	
as	the	several	issues	addressed	in	the	report	are	debated	and	discussed	in	the	upcoming	
legislative	session	and	beyond.	

Again,	I	apologize	for	my	absence	at	today’s	meeting.	I	welcome	any	member	of	the	
Appropriations	Committee	to	visit	with	me	about	the	Higher	Education	Task	Force	and	its	
resulting	report.	I	look	forward	to	working	with	each	of	you	on	the	many	opportunities	that	
exist	in	higher	education	in	South	Dakota.	

	

Sincerely,	

	

Tony	Venhuizen	
Director	of	Policy	and	Communications	
Office	of	the	Governor	
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Higher	Education	Task	Force	Brief	
Members: 

Tony Venhuizen, Governor’s Office (Chairman) 

Rep. David Lust, House Majority Leader 

Sen. Mark Johnston, Education Committee Vice Chairman 

Melody Schopp, Secretary of Education 

Jack Warner, Executive Director, South Dakota Board of Regents 

Kathryn Johnson, President, South Dakota Board of Regents 

Mark Wilson, Director of Career and Technical Education, Department of Education 

Tim Mitchell, Superintendent, Rapid City School District 

Deb Shepard, Superintendent, Watertown School District 

Rick Melmer, Dean of Education, University of South Dakota 

Jim Abbott, President, University of South Dakota 

Bob Wharton, President, South Dakota School of Mines and Technologies 

 

Meeting Dates: 

March 6th, 2011; September 7th, 2011 

 

Scope of Task Force: 

The group agreed that the task force’s scope would not include closing a university. Otherwise, the 

entirety of higher education delivery was within the scope of consideration. The group emphasized long‐

term solutions over short‐term and also recognized the challenges and opportunities of a constrained 

budget situation. 

 

Report Content: 

The Higher Education Task Force Report includes an overview of the funding and governance of the 

Regental system and technical institutes and recognizes policy goals. The policy goals include increasing 

the graduation rate, furthering perspective among policy makers, and improving and standardizing data 

gathering.  

 

Expected Completion: 

The first draft of the Higher Education Task Force Report has been circulated among the task force 

members. It will be completed and released by November 1st, 2011. 
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