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House BILL No. 1195

Introduced by: Representatives Cutler, Haley, Madden, Napoli, Schaunaman, and Volesky and
Senators Everist and Thompson

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, AnAct to provideaprocedurefor requesting vigtation rightsif not
established by court order or decree.
BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 25-4A be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read as

follows:

If any personislegally entitled to visitation of a child and the vigtation rights have not been
previoudy established by court order or decree, the person may file a written request with the

court to establish reasonable vistation rights. Upon receipt of a written request to establish

vigtation rights, the court may issue an order to show causeto the other party and shall schedule

a hearing within thirty days. No particular formality is required of the moving party in making

the written request for the establishment of vigtation rights. At the hearing, the court shall

determine if vigtation is in the best interests of the child and enter an appropriate order. The
court may also order mediation as provided by 88 25-4-56 to 25-4-62, inclusive, if deemed

appropriate under the circumstances.
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