State of South Dakota

SEVENTY-SECOND SESSION
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1997

724A0629
SENATEBILL NO. 164

Introduced by: Senators Rounds, Aker, Benson, Halverson, and Johnson (William) and
Representatives Fiegen, Brooks, de Hueck, Duenwald, Koskan, and Monroe
1 FORANACTENTITLED, AnAct to allow home school studentsto participatein certain high
2 school activities.

3 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

4 Section 1. That chapter 13-27 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as
5 follows:
6 Any alternative education student under 8 13-27-3 may participate for an accredited school

7  inany interscholastic activity if:

8 (1)) Thestudent isin compliance with all rules governing alternative education programs

9 and providesthe school administration with acceptabl e documentati on of compliance;
10 (2) Thestudent meetsal school district eigibility requirementswith the exception of the
11 school digtrict's scholastic and class attendance requirements,
12 (3) Thestudent achieves a composite score that isnot less than the fiftieth percentile on
13 the achievement test required annually of all alternative education students. In
14 addition, the student shall show aportfolio of writtenwork demonstrating compliance
15 with subject and classhour requirements. Thisportfolio shall be shown on asemester
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basisto the principal of the school in which the student is participating;

(4) The student fulfills the same responshilities and standards of behavior and
performance, including related class or practice requirements, as other students
participating in the interscholastic activity of the team or squad and meets the same
standards for acceptance on the team or squad; and

(5) The student participating in interscholastic activities resides within the attendance
boundaries of the school for which the student participates.

Any accredited school student who has been unable to maintain academic digibility is
ineligible to participate in interscholastic activities as an alternative education student for the
duration of the school year in which the student becomes academically indligible and for the
following year. The student shall take the required tests at the end of the second year and meet
the standards described in subdivision (3) of this section to become digible for the third year.

Any accredited school student who leaves an accredited program for any reason and enters
an alternative education programisineligiblefor participation ininterschol astic activitiesfor one
year beginning on the date in which the student enters the alternative program. Any accredited
school student who leaves an accredited program, enters an alternative education program, and
reenters an accredited school program in the same school year isineligible for participation in
interscholastic activities for one year beginning on the date in which the student reenters an
accredited school program.

Section 2. That § 13-36-4 be amended to read as follows:

13-36-4. Theschool board of apublicor the governing body of anonpublic school, approved
and accredited by the secretary of the Department of Education and Cultural Affairs, may
delegate, on a year to year bass, the control, supervison, and regulation of any ane-alt high
school interschol astic activitiesto any associ ationwhichisvoluntary and nonprofit:providedthat

if the membership in such association isopen to al high school s approved and accredited by the



10

11

12

13

14

15

-3- SB 164

secretary of the Department of Education and Cultural Affairs, including any alternative

education programs that meet all standards and requirementsset forth in 8 13-27-3, pursuant to

the provisons of thistitle, and that if the constitution, bylaws, and rules of the association are
subject to ratification by the school boards of the member public school digtricts and the
governing boards of the member nonpublic schools and include aprovision for aproper review
procedure and review board.

Any association which complies with this section tshereby-atthorized-and-empowered-to
may exercise the control, supervison, and regulation of interscholastic activities, including
interscholastic athletic events of member schools. Such association tshereby-frther-atthorized
and-empeweredto may promul gate reasonable uniform rules, to make decisons and to provide
and enforce reasonabl e penalties for the violation of such rules.

Section 3. That § 13-36-7 be amended to read as follows:

13-36-7. Any student enrolling in a South Dakota district pursuant to § 13-15-21 or who

meets the standards and requirements of section 1 of this Act is digible to participate in any

interscholastic activity sponsored by the South Dakota High School Activities Association.



