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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to permit evidence of prior sexual assault or child1

molestation offenses in certain civil actions.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That chapter 19-12 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as4

follows:5

In a civil case in which a claim for damages or other relief is predicated on a party's alleged6

commission of conduct constituting sexual assault or child molestation, evidence of that party's7

commission of any other act of sexual assault or child molestation is admissible and may be8

considered for its bearing on any matter to which it is relevant. Any party who intends to offer9

evidence under this provision shall disclose the evidence to the party against whom it will be10

offered, including statements of witnesses or a summary of the substance of any testimony that11

it is expected to be offered, at least fifteen days before the scheduled date of trial or at such later12

time as the court may allow for good cause.13

Section 2. That chapter 19-12 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as14

follows:15
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For purposes of section 1 of this Act, the term, sexual assault, means a crime under the law1

of this state that involved:2

(1) Any conduct proscribed by §§ 22-22-1, 22-22-1.1, 22-22-7, 22-22-7.2, 22-22-7.3,3

22-22-7.4, 22-22-19.1, 22-22-28, 22-22-29, and 22-22-30.1;4

(2) Contact, without consent, between any part of the defendant's body or an object in the5

defendant's physical possession and the genitals or anus of another person;6

(3) Contact, without consent, between the genitals or anus of the defendant and any part7

of another person's body;8

(4) Deriving sexual pleasure or gratification from the infliction of death, bodily injury, or9

physical pain on another person; or10

(5) An attempt or conspiracy to engage in conduct described in subdivisions (1) to (4),11

inclusive.12


