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HOUSE ENGROSSED NO. SB225 - 2124108

Introduced by: Senators Everist, Rounds, and Shoener and Representatives Jorgensen,
Duniphan, and Matthews

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisons relating to workers
compensation during a period of rehabilitation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:
Section 1. That § 62-4-5.1 be amended to read as follows:
62-4-5.1. If an employee suffersdisablement asdefined by subdivison 62-8-1(3) or aninjury
and isunableto return to the employee's usual and customary line of employment, the employee
shall receive compensation at the rate provided by § 62-4-3 up to sixty daysfrom the finding of
an ascertainablel ossif theemployeeisactively preparing to engageinaprogram of rehabilitation
as shown by acertificate of enrollment. Moreover, once such employeeisengaged in aprogram
of rehabilitation which is reasonably necessary to restore the employee to suitable, substantial
and gainful employment, the employee shall receive compensation at the rate provided by
8 62-4-3 during the entire period that ke the employee isengaged in such program. Evidence of

auitable, subgtantial, and gainful employment, as defined by § 62-4-55, shall only be considered

to determine the necessity for a claimant to engage in a program of rehabilitation.

Theemployee shal fileaclaimwith the employee's empl oyer requesting such compensation
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1 andtheemployer shall follow the procedure specifiedin chapter 62-6 for the reporting of injuries
2 whenhandling such claim. If the dlaim isdenied, the employee may petition for ahearing before

3  thedepartment.
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BILL HISTORY

1/26/98 First read in Senate and referred to State Affairs. S.J. 201

2/2/98 Scheduled for Committee hearing on this date.

2/2/98 State Affairs Do Pass Amended, Passed, AYES 6, NAYS 3. S.J. 275
2/4/98 Senate Do Pass Amended, Passed, AY ES 20, NAYS 13. S.J. 335
2/5/98 Firgt read in House and referred to Judiciary. H.J. 421

2/18/98 Scheduled for Committee hearing on this date.

2/18/98 Judiciary Do Pass Amended, Failed, AYES 6, NAY S5.

2/18/98 Judiciary Deferred to another day.

2/20/98 Scheduled for Committee hearing on this date.

2/20/98 Judiciary Do Pass Amended, Passed, AYES 7, NAYS 6. H.J. 811
2/24/98 House of Representatives Do Pass Amended, Failed, AYES 34, NAY S 33.

2/24/98 Intent to reconsder.



