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1 FORANACTENTITLED, An Act to provide for a bill of rights for the parents of children in
2 the care of the state.

3 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

4 Section 1. The Legidature finds that the parents of children who are in the care of the sate
5 continue to require the maintenance of the familial relationship which should not be restricted
6 toany greater extent than the physical separation consequent to state custody makes inevitable.
7  To implement this principle, the Legidature recognizes the following rights of parents with

8 childrenin the care of the state:

9 () Theright to information regarding their children:
10 (8  Written reports of any incidents involving their children either as actors or as
11 witnesses,
12 (b) Prompt notification of any significant injury or episode such as fainting,
13 seizure, asthma attack, or suicide attempt;
14 (c) Timdy natification and explanation, by a qualified medical professonal, of any
15 medical services rendered or medication changes ordered;
16 (d)  Monthly reports including academic grades and homework, progress through
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rehabilitation programs notes, and psychological counseling progress notes,
Prior notice of any transfers to another facility except emergency transfers,
Notice of and participation in program induction and exit processes and

ceremonies;

Theright to maintain the familial relationship with their children:

(@

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

Clear, uniform, written and published, rules of contact which facilitate
maintaining the parent child bond,

Weekly vigtation which should not be revoked as a means of disciplineg;
Next day vidtation after any significant injury or episode such as fainting,
seizure, asthma attack, or suicide attempt;

Twice weekly telephone calls;

Unlimited private mail correspondence, absent a showing of physical, mental,
or emotional harm to the child or facilitation or attempted facilitation of
escape;

Unfettered physical contact with their children during all vidtations absent a
showing that there is a reasonable threat of physical harm from the child
toward ether the parents or facility staff, or from the parent toward the child;
Family counsdling both immediately prior to and immediately post rel ease of

their children from incarceration;

Theright to oversee the religious, spiritual, and moral training of their children:

(@

(b)

Permitting the parents to provide their children with such religious, spiritual,
or moral treatises or supplies as they deem necessary to the practice of each
child'sindividual religion;

Permitting parents to arrange for religious, spiritual, or moral leaders or

teachers of their choosing to vigit their children on aregular bass.



