HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1020
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging the Administration and Congress to prohibit packers
from feeding and owning livestock.

WHEREAS, in 1919 the Federal Trade Commission declared that the Big Five Packerswerein
the position to monopolize all the nation's food supply; and

WHEREAS, in 1920 the Big Five controlled roughly two-thirds of cattle daughter; and

WHEREAS, the Packersand StockyardsAct of 1921 wasenacted to strengthen existing antitrust
laws and to prevent these or other companies from monopolizing the meat industry again; and

WHEREAS, in 1983 thetop four daughterershad approximately thirty-six percent of the market,
in 1993 the top four daughterers controlled approximately seventy percent and are now over eighty
percent; and

WHEREAS, three major corporations, Con Agra, Excel-Cargil, and I1BP, control more than
eighty percent of the beef packing industry and together control major shares of the pork and lamb
daughter industries:

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Seventy-sixth
Legidature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the federal
Administration and the U.S. Congress are urged to prohibit packers from controlling, feeding, or
owning livestock unless the packer is a cooperative in which the producers have sufficient interest
in livestock or the livestock are purchased within fourteen days of daughter. Packers currently

feeding livestock should have a reasonable length of time to divest themselves of their livestock

feeding enterprises.
Adopted by the House of Representatives, February 26, 2001
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