AN ACT

ENTITLED, An Act to invest the court with discretion to provide for the overnight supervision of

juries.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 23A-25-5 be amended to read as follows:

23A-25-5. Before the jurorsretire for deliberation, one or more officers shall be sworn to keep
the jurors together in some private and convenient place, with such suitable food and drink as the
court shall direct. The court may, initsdiscretion, either sequester the jurors during the adjournment
of court overnight, under supervision of such officers, or alow thejurorsto separate overnight during
the adjournment of the court without supervision after proper admonishment. While supervising the
jurors, the officers may not permit any person (including themselves) to communicate withthejurors
or to ask whether the jurors have agreed upon a verdict except by order of court. The officers shall

return the jurorsinto court when the jury has agreed upon a verdict.
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