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HOUSE CONCURRENT REsoLUTION No. 1006

Introduced by: RepresentativesPeterson (Bill), Garnos, Hunhoff, Rhoden, Teupd, and Wick
and Senators Bogue, Koskan, McCracken, and Schoenbeck

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Requesting that the United States Congress enact a

Medicare prescription drug benefit.

WHEREAS, the useof prescriptiondrugsimprovesthequality of careand helpspatientslive
healthier, longer, and more productive lives while keeping them out of more costly acute care
settings in the long term; and

WHEREAS, the increased use of new and improved prescription drugs has changed the
delivery of health carein the United States since Medicare was enacted; and

WHEREAS, Congressdid not enact a drug benefit in the Medicare program, therefore the
programisinadequatein providing the elderly and disabled the most appropriate drug therapies,
preventing the delivery of quality health care at an affordable cost; and

WHEREAS, the private sector provides affordable coverage by negotiating discounts on
drugs and meeting the needs of special populations with chronic diseases by coordinating care
with disease management, drug utilization review, and patient education programs, and

WHEREAS, comprehensive reform of the Medicare program would utilize the successful

tools of the private sector in coordinating care for this population and consider the use of the
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marketplace to foster competition among private plans, resulting in more choices of quality
coverage for seniors and the disabled while maintaining the financial sustainability of the
program; and

WHEREAS, Congress hasfailed to provide for comprehensive reform of Medicare, instead
encouraging states to use their own resources to ease the burden of their elderly and disabled
populations and effectively assume an unfunded, informal mandate; and

WHEREAS, in implementing state programs to assist the Medicare population, state
budgetary constraints can often result in requirementsto restrict and limit the patients accessto
needed prescription drugs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, by theHouse of Representativesof the Seventy-
eighth Legidature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the
Legidature of the State of South Dakota requests that the United States House of
Representatives and the United States Senate enact financially sustainable, voluntary, universal,
and privately admini stered out-patient prescription drug coverageaspart of thefederal Medicare

program.



