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1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging Congress to refrain from acquiring certain
2 additional land for Wind Cave National Park.

3 WHEREAS, the United States Congress is consdering legidation to add more than 5,500
4  acresto Wind Cave National Park; and

5 WHEREAS, Wind Cave National Park, located in the southern Black Hills, isthe location
6 of one of the longest and most complex cave systemsin the United States and includes 28,000
7  acresof mixed-grass prairiesand pine forests that provide habitat for bison, deer, ek, and many

8 other species, and

9 WHEREAS, the proposed addition would involve the purchase of amilar adjacent, private
10 land; and
11 WHEREAS, resdents of Custer and Fall River counties by alarge margin do not support
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the proposed purchase of additional property for Wind Cave National Park; and

WHEREAS, the proposed purchase would reduce property tax revenuesto Custer County
and the Hot Springs School Digtrict, and federal paymentsin lieu of taxeswould not be sufficient
to make up for theloss; and

WHEREAS, the National Park Service prohibits hunting in Wind Cave National Park and
would prohibit hunting intheadditional areato be purchased, and the National Park Servicedoes
not have a strong record in the area of wildlife management; and

WHEREAS, the purchase price for the proposed additional acresis higher than warranted
and would drive the price of land in the area beyond the reach of agricultural producers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, by theHouse of Representativesof the Seventy-
eighth Legidature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South
Dakota L egidature does not support the proposed purchase of additional land for an expansion
of Wind Cave National Park currently under consideration by the United States Congress. The
Legidature urges Congress to refrain from making the purchase and to allocate the resources

intended for the purchase to more appropriate purposes.



