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Introduced by: Representatives Deadrick (Thomas), Bartling, Christensen, Cutler, Engels,
Gillespie, Heineman, Hennies, Juhnke, Klaudt, Lintz, McCaulley, Peterson
(Bill), Peterson (Jim), Rhoden, Schafer, and Van Gerpen and Senators
Schoenbeck, Bogue, de Hueck, and Diedrich (Larry)

FORAN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to providefor public notice and comment on applicantsfor
judicial nomination by the Judicial Qualifications Commission.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 16-1A be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read as
follows:

Not less than twenty days prior to the date when the Judicial Qualifications Commission
contemplates making its final selection of nominees for any judicial vacancy, the commission
shall publicly release the names of any applicants who have been found qualified and who
remain under active consideration as candidatesfor nomination. However, the commission may
not publicly release the name of any applicant who has been found unqualified or who has
ceased, for any reason, to be under active consideration as a candidate for nomination.

Section 2. That chapter 16-1A be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read as
follows:

The Judicia Qualifications Commission shall afford the public areasonable opportunity to
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comment upon the candidacy of any applicant whose name is released pursuant to section 1 of
thisAct. If thecommission determines, at itsdiscretion, that it iseither necessary or appropriate,
the commission may adopt rules, subject to the approval of the Supreme Court, to regulate any

aspect of the public comment process.



