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HOUSE BILL No. 1258

Introduced by: Representatives Rhoden, Deadrick (Thomas), Dykstra, Elliott, Hanson,
Hunhoff, Juhnke, Lintz, McCoy, Novstrup, Olson (Ryan), Peterson (Jim), and
Sigdestad and Senators Duenwald, Kleven, Koskan, and Napoli

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to restrict the entry of conservation officers onto certain
private land without permission.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 41-2 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as
follows:

No conservation officer may, in the course of performing the ordinary duties of a
conservation officer, enter any private land unless the conservation officer has the permission
of the landowner or the lessee. However, any conservation officer may enter any private land
without permission:

(1) To approach or attempt to apprehend any person the conservation officer had
observed in the violation of a law that the conservation officer is authorized to
enforce;

(2) Toinvestigate areport of illegal hunting, fishing, or trapping activity;

(3) Todispatch crippled or distressed wildlife;

(4) Torespond to emergency situations, accidents, or other threats to public safety.
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