HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1016

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Supporting an appeal of certain federal management plansfor

the Nebraska National Forest and associated national grasslandsin Nebraskaand South Dakota.

WHEREAS, the United States Forest Service issued aFinal Environmental Impact Statement
and Land and Resource Management Plan (FEIS) in July 2001, for the NebraskaNational Forest and
the associated national grasslandsin Nebraska and South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the national grasslands associated with the Nebraska National Forest for
administrative purposes include the Buffalo Gap National Grasslands and the Fort Pierre National
Grasslands in South Dakota and the Oglala National Grasslands in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, Fall River, Custer, Pennington, and Jackson counties submitted substantial and
substantive recommendationsfor the FEIS during the comment period allowed by the United States
Forest Service; and

WHEREAS, Rick Cables, Rocky Mountain Regional Forester, signed the Record of Decision
for the Nebraska National Forest Final Environmental Impact Statement and Land and Resource
Management Plan (ROD) on July 31, 2002; and

WHEREAS, the ROD failed to adopt and address the vast majority of the substantive
recommendations made by Fall River, Custer, Pennington, and Jackson counties; and

WHEREAS, Fall River, Custer, Pennington, and Jackson countiesin South Dakota; Dawes and
Sioux countiesin Nebraska; the Black HillsMultiple Use Coalition; the South Dakota Stockgrowers
Association; the Cottonwood, Pioneer, Sugarloaf, Central South Dakota, White River, Eastern
Pennington, and Indian Creek grazing districts; and numerous individuals and businesses holding
permitsfor use of the NebraskaNational Forest and associated grasslands have formed the Nebraska
National Forest Plans Revision Appeal Coalition; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the NebraskaNational Forest Plans Revision Appeal Coalitionisto
seek administrative review of the ROD by the United States Department of Agriculture. The
codition believes the Forest Service has not adequately addressed the potentia adverse
environmental and economic impacts the land and people of the region will sustain. The coalition

believes the ROD will enhance the risk of wildfire, as the ROD cdlls for increased fuel |oads and



limitations on access for fire suppression on thousands of acres of the grasslands. The ROD makes
no definitive provisions for any control of the prairie dog population and colonization of adjacent
private property; and

WHEREAS, the ROD designates thousands of acres for the purpose of creating large,
concentrated prairie dog complexes, contai ning thousandsof prairiedogs. Large, concentrated prairie
dog complexes have facilitated sylvatic and bubonic plague epidemics, decimating prairie dog
populations in those areas; and

WHEREAS, from 1960 through 2001, thirty-three human cases of plague in the United States
were positively linked with prairie dogs or their fleas, and four of those were fatal; and

WHEREAS, the coalition believesthat large, concentrated prairie dog populations are a threat
to the health of the region's prairie dog, wildlife, and domestic animal populations and potentially
to the health of the area's human population; and

WHEREAS, the Chief of the United States Forest Serviceissued adecision on February 4, 2004,
affirming the ROD, thus denying the coalition's appeal; and

WHEREAS, the Undersecretary of the United States Department of Agriculture, Mark Rey, has
the authority under 36 C.F.R. 217.7 to review the Chief's decision; and

WHEREAS, the coalition hasformally requested the Undersecretary to conduct such areview:

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, by theHouse of Representativesof the Seventy-ninth
Legidature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South Dakota
Legidature supports the administrative appeal initiated by the Nebraska National Forest Plans
Revision Appea Coalition; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Legidature respectfully requests the
United States Department of Agriculture Undersecretary to conduct apersonal administrativereview
of the ROD in order to correct potential adverse environmental and economic impacts that the land
and people of the region will sustain; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Legidlature respectfully requests
Governor Mike Rounds, Senator Tom Daschle, and Senator Tim Johnson to vigorously support the
administrative appeal and request the Undersecretary of the United States Department of Agriculture

to conduct a personal review for the reasons stated in this Resolution.



Adopted by the House of Representatives, February 21, 2004

Concurred in by the Senate, February 24, 2004
Matthew Michels Karen Gerdes
Speaker of the House Chief Clerk of the House
Dennis Daugaard Patricia Adam

President of the Senate Secretary of the Senate



