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State of South Dakota
EIGHTIETH SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2005

839L0722
HOUSE BILL  NO.   1251

Introduced by: Representative Heineman and Senator Olson (Ed)

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to create a school report card system.1

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:2

Section 1. There is hereby created the South Dakota school report card system to provide3

parents and other residents of the school district with information on the school districts in4

which they live and the schools their children attend including data on school performance,5

school finance, school populations, and other factors. The South Dakota school report cards6

shall be published annually by the Department of Education in coordination with the report7

cards required by 20 U.S.C. 6311 (h)(2)(A) and (B) in effect on November 5, 2002, which are8

required to contain information on a school's student performance on state assessments, student9

performance data compared against the state's objectives, two-year trend data on state10

assessments in each subject area and at each grade, student graduation rates, professional11

qualifications of teachers, and student discipline policy.12

Section 2. The South Dakota school report card for each school shall include:13

(1) The school's average composite score on the test administered by the American14

College Testing Program and on the Scholastic Assessment Test, and the percentage15

of students taking those tests;16
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(2) The number of students in the school that qualified for a South Dakota opportunity1

scholarship pursuant to § 13-55-31;2

(3) The number of students in the school that completed postsecondary courses while3

still in high school pursuant to § 13-28-37;4

(4) The number of students who graduated from the school the previous year and5

required remedial courses during their first year of postsecondary education;6

(5) The school's student/teacher ratio;7

(6) The school's population at each grade level;8

(7) The school's dropout rate;9

(8) A report on the condition of the school's buildings;10

(9) A review of the school's current financial condition;11

(10) Five-year projections of student enrollment;12

(11) Five-year projections of the district's total revenue, including general support13

foundation program funds and property taxes, based on the enrollment projections;14

(12) Five-year projections of school district expenditures; and15

(13) Five-year projections on the district's general fund unreserved fund balance.16

If the fund balance projections for any school district indicate a deficit, the department shall17

also provide within the report for each school in that district a list of options that taxpayers18

might consider to address the financial concerns of the district.19

Section 3. The Department of Education shall promulgate rules, pursuant to chapter 1-26,20

to establish the report card system timelines and procedures for gathering necessary information21

from schools and school districts and for distributing the report cards.22


