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State of South Dakota
EIGHTIETH SESSION
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554L0436
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  NO.   1001

Introduced by: Representative Rhoden and Senator Bogue

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Requesting the United States Department of Agriculture1

to reimpose the ban on importation of Canadian cattle.2

WHEREAS, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) banned all imports of3

Canadian beef on May 20, 2003, after a cow from Alberta was discovered to be infected with4

bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE); and5

WHEREAS, on December 23, 2003, BSE was discovered in a cow which had been imported6

from Alberta and discovered in Washington state; and7

WHEREAS, the discovery of the second BSE infected cow resulted in the ban of at least8

$1.7 billion of United States beef exports into Japan and numerous other countries despite the9

fact that the cow was imported from Canada; and10

WHEREAS, on January 2, 2005, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) confirmed11

that a third Canadian cow has tested positive for BSE; and12

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2005, the CFIA detected BSE in another Alberta beef cow, not13

linked to the January 2nd case, and born after the 1997 feed restrictions; and14

WHEREAS, no cases of BSE have been found in native United States cattle; and15

WHEREAS, since 1997, the United States and Canada have prohibited the feeding of16



- 2 - HCR 1001

protein derived from ruminants (i.e. bone meal and meat meal) to ruminants, such as cattle, with1

the intention to prevent the establishment and amplification of BSE through feed and thereby2

minimize any risk to animals and humans; and3

WHEREAS, a Canadian government study conducted in 2004 found that more than half the4

feed tested contained animal parts not listed on the ingredients; and5

WHEREAS, there are concerns that Canada's feed ban is not being properly enforced; and6

WHEREAS, the importation of Canadian cattle has the potential to jeopardize our ability7

to re-establish export agreements with Japan, South Korea, and other countries; and8

WHEREAS, permitting the re-importation of young Canadian live cattle and also beef from9

older animals will unnecessarily place the United States cattle industry at a competitive10

disadvantage in global markets:11

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Eightieth12

Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the Legislature of13

the State of South Dakota supports the efforts of Governor M. Michael Rounds to keep the14

Canadian border closed to the importation of Canadian cattle and hereby requests that the15

USDA initiate the following steps before lifting the import ban on Canadian cattle:16

(1) Request audits of Canadian feed manufacturers and demand Canadian government17

officials provide a detailed assessment of feed ban compliance; and18

(2) Fully define import permit systems and inspect border crossings to verify how cattle19

will be inspected, identified, have their age determined, and be approved for entry20

into the United States; and21

(3) Verify Canadian compliance with BSE firewalls; and22

(4) Evaluate Canada's BSE testing and surveillance program and review all the findings23

around the recent BSE cases; and24
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(5) Verify that Canada's surveillance and prevention strategies are sufficient to ensure1

that they have eliminated BSE in their cow herd; and2

(6) Request an FDA audit of Canada's compliance with its feed ban; and3

(7) Continue to ban importation of beef from Canadian cattle older than 30 months of4

age in any such case the ban is lifted; and5

(8) Prior to implementing the rule, ensure that Canada and other trading partners with the6

United States adopt uniform rules regarding minimal risk countries to provide for fair7

and consistent trade; and8

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to President9

George W. Bush, United States Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns, Senator John Thune,10

Senator Tim Johnson, and Representative Stephanie Herseth.11


