
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 6

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging the development of hydrogen as an energy source and

for other purposes.

WHEREAS, hydrogen is the most abundant element in the universe and can offer an

inexhaustible supply of fuel, once released from water, biomass, or other hydrocarbons such as coal;

and

WHEREAS, South Dakota's economy and citizens would benefit significantly from the

development of our state's potential to produce clean hydrogen from biomass such as ethanol and

other agricultural products, wind-powered electrolysis of water, and coal gasification and storage of

carbon dioxide in the soil and underground; and

WHEREAS, businesses, states, and nations around the world are aggressively pursuing a

hydrogen-powered economy and agree that hydrogen represents a promising and potentially

pollution-free competitor to oil as a transportation fuel and will soon be a necessity in our economy

as oil production decreases and becomes more expensive; and

WHEREAS, hydrogen is widely seen as an attractive energy carrier throughout the economy if

used in clean, efficient fuel cells to produce useful electricity, heating, and cooling; and

WHEREAS, South Dakota's world class research institutions and universities can increase the

overall investment in this region and accelerate the commercialization of hydrogen, fuel cells, and

other clean energy technologies by integrating their strengths with those of similar institutions and

states in the region; and

WHEREAS, our stated goal in the United States is to be more energy-independent in today's

world:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate of the Eightieth Legislature of the State

of South Dakota, the House of Representatives concurring therein, that it is the policy of the State

of South Dakota to:

(1) Develop its capacity to produce, store, distribute, and use hydrogen made from South

Dakota resources as an increasing source of transportation fuel, electricity, and energy for

heating and cooling and for fertilizer production and other commercially productive uses;



(2) Encourage the commercialization of hydrogen, fuel cells, and other clean energy

technologies that would benefit the state; and

(3) Encourage South Dakota's research and higher education institutions to work with similar

institutions in the region to explore the creation of a Regional Energy Research

Consortium that can compete effectively for public and private investment with other

national centers of excellence, such as the United States Department of Energy's recently

established Hydrogen Technology Learning Centers.
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