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This bill has been extensively amended (hoghoused) and may no longer be consistent
with the original intention of the sponsor.

Introduced by: SenatorsBogue, Abdallah, Duniphan, K oetzle, McNenny, Moore, and Napoli
and Representatives Klaudt, Hennies, Hunhoff, Putnam, and Rave

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisions concerning fire suppression
agreements and payment of certain costs incurred in suppressing forest fires.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKQOTA:
Section 1. That § 41-20-4 be amended to read as follows:
41-20-4. The state wildland fire coordinator, under the direction of the Department of

Agriculture, shall take authorized action to prevent, suppress, and extinguish forest fireson all

state and privately owned lands and on other lands while acting pursuant to a cooperative fire

suppression agreement. The coordinator shall direct and aid the efforts of all fire suppression

forces involved in the fires. The coordinator may bring an action in circuit court against the
responsi ble person to obtain reimbursement for reasonabl efire suppression and extingui shment
costs.

Section 2. That § 41-20-5 be amended to read as follows:

41-20-5. Thereishereby established afund in the state treasury to be known asthe statefire
suppression special revenuefundwhichishereby appropriated for the payment of costsincurred
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by the state wildland fire coordinator in suppressing forest fires as authorized by § 41-20-4 and

for the payment of costsincurred by the secretary of agriculturein hiring afiresuppressionforce

to assist any other fire suppression agency, regardless of whether the fire being suppressed is

withintheterritorial jurisdiction of the State of South Dakota. Thefire suppression agency shall

either execute or have an existing cooperativefire suppressi on agreement with the South Dakota

Department of Agriculture. There has been appropriated fifty thousand dollars for the fund.

Any damages paid from judgments or settlementsin civil actionstaken under § 41-20-4 and
reimbursements or contributions from other sources for suppressing forest fires may be

deposited into the fund.



