
SENATE COMMEMORATION  NO. 9

Introduced by: Senators Smidt, Abdallah, Adelstein, Apa, Bartling, Bogue, Broderick,
Dempster, Duenwald, Duniphan, Earley, Gant, Gray, Greenfield, Hansen
(Tom), Hanson (Gary), Hundstad, Kelly, Kloucek, Knudson, Kooistra,
Koskan, Lintz, McCracken, McNenny, Moore, Napoli, Nesselhuf, Olson
(Ed), Peterson (Jim), Schoenbeck, Sutton (Dan), Sutton (Duane), and Two
Bulls and Representatives Tidemann, Boomgarden, Bradford, Brunner,
Buckingham, Cutler, Davis, Deadrick, Dennert, Dykstra, Elliott, Faehn, Frost,
Fryslie, Garnos, Gassman, Gillespie, Glenski, Glover, Hackl, Haley,
Halverson, Hanks, Hargens, Haverly, Heineman, Hennies, Hills, Howie,
Hunhoff, Hunt, Jensen, Jerke, Klaudt, Koistinen, Kraus, Krebs, Kroger,
Lange, McCoy, McLaughlin, Michels, Miles, Nelson, Novstrup, O'Brien,
Olson (Ryan), Pederson (Gordon), Peters, Putnam, Rausch, Rave, Rhoden,
Roberts, Rounds, Schafer, Sebert, Sigdestad, Street, Thompson, Tornow,
Turbiville, Valandra, Van Etten, Van Norman, Vehle, Weems, Wick, and
Willadsen

A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Honoring the service and contributions of South Dakota's
citizens who serve in the Armed Forces Reserve.

WHEREAS, South Dakotans continue to serve their country as members of the regular Armed
Forces of the United States, as members of the South Dakota Army and Air National Guard, and as
members of the Armed Forces Reserve. South Dakota's Armed Forces Reserve units include the
Navy Operational Support Center in Sioux Falls and four Army Reserve units, including the 323rd

Chemical Company in Sioux Falls and Vermillion; the 1041st Training Detachment-Engineer in
Sioux Falls; the 2nd Bn. 361st Regiment, 94th Division in Sioux Falls; and the 452nd Ordnance
Company in Aberdeen. These units include more than seven hundred members. In addition, many
South Dakotans serve in reserve units in surrounding states; and

WHEREAS, South Dakota's Armed Forces Reserve members, like the South Dakota National
Guard,  serve in a demanding and uncertain environment that frequently separates them for long
periods  from their families and civilian employment and sometimes involves overseas combat
deployments in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. All of South Dakota's
Armed Forces Reserve units have been called to active duty for extended periods in recent years,
including the 323rd Chemical Company, which served for 14 months in Iraq,  and the 452nd



Ordnance Company, which is currently serving in Iraq; and

WHEREAS, the experiences of Army Captain Kelly R. Smidt of Chamberlain, Justin Drey of
Colton, Brandon McCoy of Montrose, Dr. Eldon Bell of Rapid City, and many others exemplify the
challenges and sacrifices endured by members of the Armed Forces Reserve. South Dakota's Armed
Forces Reserve members have been called to active federal service and have served on active duty
for extended periods. Their active duty service has entailed major sacrifices and disruptions to their
personal and  professional lives, a situation that is duplicated for countless members of the Armed
Forces Reserve:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Eighty-first Legislature of the State
of South Dakota, that the South Dakota Legislature recognizes and honors the dedicated service of
South Dakota's members of the Armed Forces Reserve and expresses its earnest hope for the safe
return of those Armed Forces Reserve members who are currently serving in harm's way.


