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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7

Introduced by: Senators Kloucek, Bartling, Greenfield, and Kooistra and Representatives
Gassman, Fryslie, Glenski, Glover, Hargens, Hunhoff, Jensen, Kroger,
Novstrup, Putnam, Sigdestad, and Thompson

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Requesting the federal government to honor certain state
meat inspections for meat entering interstate commerce.

WHEREAS, South Dakota's state meat inspection program has an excellent safety record
indicating that the meat slaughtered and processed in South Dakota under state inspection is
wholesome and safe for human consumption; and

WHEREAS, state meat inspection programs are flexible and can tailor their activities to
provide services to small, local meat processors that cannot be duplicated by the federal
inspection program because of its size and complexity and because of the lengthy time period
needed for the federal bureaucracy to respond; and

WHEREAS, federal law prohibits products that are inspected solely by a state inspection
program from entering interstate commerce and being sold across state lines, a situation that
inhibits economic development and value-added agricultural activities in this nation's
agricultural sector; and

WHEREAS, obtaining federal meat inspection can be acostly and time-consuming process

for a small-scale, local processor or locker or for a small plant that produces "ethnic meat
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products’ or other specialty products. Under current law, many of these small-scale operations
operate under state inspection and, consequently, are not allowed to ship their products across
state lines; and

WHEREAS, the current system results in a number of inconsistencies that are unfair to
small-scale processors. For example, imported foreign meats are federally inspected, but under
oversight that is less stringent than in state inspection programs, while other types of state-
inspected specialty meats, such as ostrich, deer, and bison are allowed in interstate commerce
even though they are not federally regulated; and

WHEREAS, the current meat i nspection systemisinequitablein many waysfor small-scale,
local meat processorsand could be significantly improved and made more efficient by allowing
state-inspected meat products to enter interstate commerce:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate of the Eighty-first Legis ature of
the State of South Dakota, the House of Representatives concurring therein, that the South
Dakota Legislature urges the United States Congress and the United States Department of
Agriculture to revise federal policy and federal law to authorize state-inspected mesat to enter

interstate commerce, particularly in situations involving small-scale, local meat processors.



