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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish the rural victims' advocacy services grant1

program and to make an appropriation therefor.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. Terms used in this Act mean:4

(1) "Contractor," any county, tribe, municipality, or township of this state or any5

combination of those, or any private, nonprofit organization;6

(2) "Victim," a victim as defined in § 23A-28C-4.7

Section 2. The Legislature finds that there is extreme variation in the level of victims'8

advocacy services between rural and urban areas, which can affect the charging, negotiation, and9

sentencing practices in the criminal justice system. The Legislature further finds that in areas10

where victims' advocacy services exist, the charging, negotiation, and sentencing decisions for11

crimes are based on more complete evidence and are more inclusive of all those affected by a12

serious crime. Therefore, the rural victims' advocacy services grant program is hereby13

established.14

Section 3. Any grant awarded pursuant to this Act may not exceed forty percent of the total15
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cost of programs or services provided by the contractors, and shall be used by contractors to:1

(1) Establish or maintain advocacy, shelter, or service programs in rural areas for victims2

of domestic or sexual abuse or other crime and their dependent children; or3

(2) Develop or establish training programs for persons engaged in victims' advocacy4

services in rural areas.5

Section 4. Any advocacy, shelter, or service programs established pursuant to this Act shall6

include:7

(1) Crisis telephone and referral services available twenty-four hours per day, seven days8

per week;9

(2) Shelter available twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week; and10

(3) Prevention and education programs periodically available to the local community.11

Section 5. In awarding grants pursuant to this Act, the Department of Social Services shall:12

(1) Give preference to contractors who use voluntary personnel;13

(2) Consider the needs of the people residing in the state; and14

(3) Provide equitable statewide funding of programs and services for victims of domestic15

and sexual abuse and other crimes.16

Section 6. The Department of Social Services shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter17

1-26 to:18

(1) Establish minimum qualifications of contractors eligible for grants pursuant to this19

Act;20

(2) Establish procedures for grant applications and disbursements; and21

(3) Evaluate the programs and services provided by contractors with the grants received22

pursuant to this Act.23

Section 7. Evaluation of programs and services pursuant to this Act shall include a24
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description of services, an analysis of the effectiveness of the program or service, and an1

accounting of the use of state funds for the program or service.2

Section 8. The Department of Social Services may accept and expend for the purpose of this3

Act any funds obtained from federal sources, gifts, contributions, or any other source if such4

acceptance and expenditure is approved in accordance with § 4-8B-10.5

Section 9. Expenditures authorized by this Act shall be paid on warrants drawn by the state6

auditor on vouchers approved by the secretary of the Department of Social Services.7

Section 10. There is hereby appropriated from the general fund the sum of two hundred fifty8

thousand dollars ($250,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, to the Department of9

Social Services to provide funding for the rural victims' advocacy services grant program10

established pursuant to this Act.11

Section 11. The secretary of the Department of Social Services shall approve vouchers and12

the state auditor shall draw warrants to pay expenditures authorized by this Act.13

Section 12. Any amounts appropriated in this Act not lawfully expended or obligated by14

June 30, 2008, shall revert in accordance with § 4-8-21.15


