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State of South Dakota
EIGHTY-SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2007

770N0029
SENATE BILL  NO.   1

Introduced by: Senators Olson (Ed), Gray, Hunhoff, and Koetzle and Representatives
Heineman, Dennert, Pederson (Gordon), and Putnam at the request of the
Constitutional Revision Commission

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisions regarding the review of initiated1

measures.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That § 12-13-25 be amended to read as follows:4

12-13-25. The proponents of each initiative or initiated amendment to the Constitution shall5

submit a copy of the initiative or initiated amendment to the Constitution to the director of the6

Legislative Research Council for review and comment before it may be circulated for signatures.7

The director shall review each submitted initiative or initiated amendment to the Constitution8

to determine if the requirements of § 12-13-24 are satisfied. Within fifteen days of receipt of an9

initiative or initiated amendment to the Constitution, the director shall provide written10

comments on the initiative or initiated amendment to the Constitution to the proponents of the11

initiative or initiated amendment and the secretary of state. If appropriate, the comments shall12

contain suggested editorial changes to promote compliance with § 12-13-24. Except with the13

permission of the proponents, no comments may be disclosed to any person other than the14

proponents prior to the public meeting with the proponents of the petition pursuant of section15
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2 of this Act.1

Section 2. That chapter 12-13 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as2

follows:3

No later than two weeks after the director's written comments pursuant to § 12-13-25, unless4

the submission is withdrawn by the proponents, the director of the Legislative Research Council5

shall render the director's comments to the proponents of the submission concerning the format6

or contents of the submission at a meeting open to the public. The director shall give the public7

the opportunity to comment on the submission at this meeting.8

Section 3. That chapter 12-13 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as9

follows:10

After the public meeting but before filing the initiative or the initiated amendment with the11

secretary of state, the proponents may amend the petition in response to some or all the12

comments. If any substantial amendment is made to the initiative or the initiated amendment,13

other than an amendment in direct response to the comments of the director, the amended14

petition shall be resubmitted to the director for comment pursuant to § 12-13-25. If the director15

has no additional comments concerning the amended petition, the director shall so notify the16

proponents in writing, and, a meeting on the amended petition pursuant to section 2 of this Act17

is not required.18

Section 4. That chapter 12-13 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as19

follows:20

After any meeting provided by sections 2 and 3 of this Act and after the proponents have21

filed the final language with the secretary of state, a copy of the original draft submitted to the22

director of the Legislative Research Council, a copy of the amended draft with changes23

highlighted or otherwise indicated, if any amendments were made following the last meeting24
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conducted pursuant to sections 2 and 3 of this Act, and copies of comments and responses1

should be filed with the secretary of state by the director of the Legislative Research Council.2


