	20:16:19:22.  Joint and survivor benefit. Upon the death of any pensioner, any employee, or former employee who has reached normal retirement age, the surviving spouse is eligible to receive a normal pension benefit, payable in monthly installments, equal to 60 percent of the pension benefit that the pensioner, employee, or former employee was receiving or was eligible to receive at the time of death. In lieu of the 60 percent pension benefit, an employee or former employee entitled to a normal or early pension benefit may elect to receive a smaller monthly pension during the pensioner's lifetime by electing a 100 percent joint and survivor benefit. After the employee's or former employee's death, the reduced benefit elected by the employee or former employee shall be continued to the employee's or former employee's beneficiary, called a "contingent annuitant," during the latter's lifetime.
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