	67:17:02:03.  Hearing requests. To appeal a department action or inaction made under the food stamp program, the individual must clearly express to the department an intent to appeal. The request for an appeal may be made either orally or in writing.

	For all other department programs, to appeal a department action or inaction the individual or an individual representing the entity affected must submit a written and signed request for a hearing to the Department of Social Services, Office of Administrative Hearings. A person assisting an individual such as a relative, friend, or attorney may request a hearing on the individual's behalf.

	When making a request for a hearing, the individual requesting the appeal must indicate what department action is being appealed. If the reason for the appeal is unclear, any party involved in the action may request the Office of Administrative Hearings to further clarify the issue.

	If the entity requesting a hearing is a corporation, the corporation must be represented throughout the hearing process by its attorney.
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